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This parade of Iranian military forces, which occurred in Tehran in May 2019, highlights Iranian nationalism and the desire for independence from U.S.

ATTACKS ON OIL FACILITIES WORSEN
SAUDI-IRANIAN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

Shia cleric, the two countries have had no diplon September 14th, matic relationship. Iran is
Iranian drones at- currently helping to fund
tacked Abqaiq, a weapons for Houthi rebSaudi oil-processing fa- els in Yemen, a governcility, and temporarily ment that is supported by
cut down the Kingdoms Saudi Arabia. While Iran
oil exports by half, brief- backed Bashar Al Assad
ly igniting a war scare. in Syria, the Saudi govIran and Saudi Arabia ernment funded arms for
have recently found them- various rebel groups. The
selves caught on oppos- two governments continuing sides of a myriad of ally attempt to negate the
military conflicts in the other’s actions throughout
Middle East. Both eager the region.
to increase their own inDespite being relativefluence in the region, as ly close neighbors, Sauwell as quell the other’s di Arabia and Iran could
attempt at the same, the not be more different. The
two countries have been two governments follow
desperate to weaken the different sects of Islam
other in any way possible. and use different forms of
As of January 2016, when government. Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia executed a
By JAKE DIADAMO

O

ed American interests in
the region. The new leader of the country was incredibly unpopular due to
numerous human rights
abuses committed against
his citizens. In 1979, the
American-backed Shah of
Iran was ousted by Islamic revolutionaries, mostly
students, who replaced the
government with a more
religiously strict Republic. The revolutionaries
called for monarchies
with secular governments
throughout the region to
be replaced with Islamic
Republics. This officially began the forty-year
cold war between the two
countries.
CONtINUED as
“WORSENING SAUDI-ARABIAN
RELATIONS” ON PAGE 6

SINGAPORE'S NEW ANTI-MISINFORMATION
LAW GOES INTO EFFECT

or, in extreme cases, take
down online content that
he Protection from they consider to be fake
Online Falsehoods news, which the bill deand
Manipulation fines as “a statement of
Act (POFMA), passed by fact that is false or misSingapore’s
Parliament leading.” The legislation
in May, went into effect has a protocol that would
on October 2. The law’s allow potential offenders
purpose was to curb the to appeal the minister’s
spread of fake news across accusation in court and to
online media. However, judicial review. Addressvarious groups and tech ing concerns about the
companies, such as Goo- efficiency of this process,
gle and Facebook, have the Singapore government
been vocal about the im- has put in place many
plications of such a law strict time limits in which
and how it could damage the minister and the court
free speech in Singapore. can make the decision.
The law enables Sin- CONtINUED as “singapore's fake
gapore’s ministers to flag
news law” ON PAGE 3
By Tyler Wei
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is one of the last absolute
monarchies in the world.
The King of Saudi Arabia is the head of State
and Government and has
absolute Executive, Legislative, and Judicial powers. On the other hand,
Iran functions as a theocratic government, guided
by the laws of Shia Islam,
and has a Supreme Leader
who serves a lifetime term,
ranks above the President,
and appoints the government and judicial branch.
The United States has
a long history of interfering with Iran’s political
system. In 1953, The US
staged a coup and replaced
a
democratically-elected, anti-American leader
with a Shah who protect-

photo by maxene huiyu / shutterstock.com

Replica missiles used by both North and South Korea at the Korean War
Memorial in Seoul on June 10, 2018.
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TALIBAN THREATS AGAINST AFGHANISTAN
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
By EMMA JING

O

n September 26, Afghans
in Kabul came out to vote
in the presidential election
despite extreme Taliban threats
and a series of corrupt elections.
With fighting still incredibly
prevalent in Afghanistan between the Taliban and the Afghan government — and nearly
two dozen out of the 34 provinces in the country engaged
in fighting daily — there were
widespread concerns about mass
bloodshed during and leading up
to election day.
While the Taliban coordinated dozens of minor attacks
during the election day, security forces in Kabul were able to
prevent any mass attacks and
violence. Afghanistan’s Interior Ministry recorded about 68
attacks linked to the election,
which left three police officers
dead and around forty civilians
and soldiers wounded. However, tallies done by the New York
Times from talking to local officials show a significantly higher
number, with at least 30 security
personnel and 10 civilians killed
and around 40 officers and 150
civilians injured on election day.
Those numbers match the daily average of casualties in the
war-ridden country’s capital in
eighteen years of war.
This election, the fourth presidential election since the toppling of the Taliban regime in
2001, is a re-run from the 2014
election due to the established
five-year terms when the incumbent president Ashraf Ghani was

In Kabul, Afghanistan, Afghan Military Forces Patrol patrol the streets everyday before elections

elected. Mr. Ghani is currently
the favorite in the election, with
his closest competition being
Abdullah Abdullah, whom he
won against five years ago. The
election also has thirteen other
candidates, including Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, a former warlord
with a bloody history, who has
warned that the situation would
descend into further crisis if the
vote is not free and fair.
The integrity of the Afghan
elections has been called into
question numerous times, and
due to many factors. Difficulty
in transporting people to voting
sites means that elections cannot
run smoothly, even in times of
peace. In addition, this past year
The people who brought this issue
has been the most violent since
together:
the Taliban was overthrown in
2001. The government, along
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Publisher: with its international backers
and the military, are continuousSophie Liu
Gwen Robinson ly trying to fight off the Taliban
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New electronic voting machines,
introduced by the election com-

mittee, were met with complaints of technological delays
and glitches.
Previous elections in Afghanistan have also been accused of
fraud and cheating by the public
and other candidates. Ghani’s
rival, Mr. Abdullah, maintains
that he lost the election in 2014
due to cheating. American influences barely managed to escape
an international crisis by hastily instituting the role of “chief
executive” for Abdullah under
a coalition government with
Ghani, with Ghani in charge
of the army and Abdullah controlling the police. This plan
brought little actual unity, actually causing the opposite effect
with five years of gridlock and
contention in the presidential
office. Michael Kugelman, the
Deputy Director for South Asia
at the Wilson Center, notes that

Shah-du-shamshira, Kabul, Afghanistan.
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this time around, Mr. Abdullah
“certainly won’t back down easily...especially if he is declared
a loser to his rival Ghani once
again.” Mr. Ghani also refuses to
be a part of another two-sided
government.
Results for the election are not
expected until after November
7th. There will be another ‘runoff ’ if one candidate is not able
to reach above 50% of the vote.
Afghan officials and diplomats
sincerely hope to not reach that
point, as a standoff between candidates could allow exploitation
of the instability by the Taliban or the Islamic State. If the
most recent Afghanistan election ends again in a deadlock,
America may not be prepared to
intervene to resolve the issues in
their politics, especially because
of President Trump’s clear desire
of getting out of Afghanistan.
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EVO MORALES AND BOLIVIA'S
POLITICAL TURMOIL

F

or almost all of its history, Bolivia’s president could
only serve a maximum of
two terms. That is, until current
President Evo Morales, who has
held the office since 2006 and
will be seeking a record fourth
term in Bolivia’s coming general
elections on October 20.
Morales’ road to these elections has been controversial.
After losing a referendum in
November 2016 that barred him
from running again in 2019, a
former cocoa farmer and first
indigenous president of Bolivia
turned to the judiciary, whose
most prestigious members were
loyal to the president himself. It
came as no surprise, then, that
Morales received a satisfactory
ruling from the nation’s Constitutional Court in November
2017: term limits were declared
a human rights violation, and
Morales was cleared to run in
2019.
Many viewed the ruling as a
blatant violation of public will
in a country that considers itself
a democratic republic. Political figures, among them Senator Oscar Oritz, called Morales’
re-election effort “a coup against
the Constitution,” a view backed
by the US State Department.
Morales also faced significant
opposition from the indigenous
peoples, whose values he pledged
to champion during his first presidential campaign. Indeed, under
the Morales administration, indigenous groups have received
none of the government services
and subsidies they were initially promised. Instead, they were
handed tax hikes while Morales
shifted his policies to appeal to
the larger Bolivian public.
One predominantly indigenous city dissatisfied with Morales’ re-election efforts is El
Alto, Bolivia. As the country’s
second largest city, it was a crucial base for Morales in 2006.
However, now many there be-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE I

lieve that Morales has reneged
on his campaign promise to be a
political outsider who would
align faithfully with indigenous
values. For example, while Morales’ efforts since 2006 to nationalize Bolivia’s oil and gas industries have resurrected the
country’s middle class, they have
also endangered protected areas
and may force the relocation of
indigenous populations. In 2014,
El Alto saw an opposing candidate run in its previously
one-party mayoral elections, a
significant shift from the city ’s
willing embrace of Morales’ party since 2006. Amidst Morales’
re-election efforts, El Alto has
called for Morales to give other
candidates a chance to run.
Yet, much to the displeasure
of US officials and conservatives
in El Alto, Morales and his supporters have not slowed down.
In the wake of the court ruling,

pro-Morales rallies overshadowed the comparatively feeble
anti-reelection demonstrations.
After all, Morales has enjoyed
considerable success as president. Since his inauguration in
2006, Bolivia has seen substantial economic and job growth
while neighboring countries like
Brazil and Chile struggled with
economic recessions. Bolivia
now touts Latin America’s fastest-growing economy and a legislature that is 53% female, 20%
of whom are under 30. It is such
statistics that government officials use to justify their support
of Morales. Indeed, Morales has
convincingly painted himself as
the chief catalyst of Bolivia’s
prosperity and enjoys the overall
support of the Bolivian people.
Regarding the present trajectory of Morales’ re-election campaign, Morales’ chief opponent,
former President Carlos Mesa,

does not seem to measure up.
Mesa, whose two-year term ended in his resignation due to violent protests over environmental
issues, is lagging behind Morales by 13 percentage points as
of October 2019. Morales himself leads with approval ratings
of 39%, according to the Latin
American Strategic Center for
Geopolitics.
Nonetheless, El Alto is just
one example that hints at a potential shift in Bolivia’s political tide. While Bolivia has seen
great prosperity under the Morales administration, perhaps his
bid for a fourth term has shaken,
if not broken, many of his previously infallible bonds with the
Bolivian people. Whether or not
enough supporters remain will
become clear with the election
results on October 20.

Gathering at the G20 summit in Argentina on November 30, 2018.
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Bolivian President Evo Morales in September 2016, just months before narrowly losing a referendum that barred him from running for re-election.

SINGAPORE'S FAKE NEWS LAW

However, companies found guilty
of spreading misinformation can be
fined up to one million SGD (approximately $720,000 USD), while
individuals found guilty can face a
maximum sentence of 10 years in
jail. Singapore’s Prime Minister,
Lee Hsien Loong, has stated that
the bill is a necessity. He warns: “if
we do not protect ourselves, hostile
parties will find it a simple matter
to turn different groups against one
another and cause disorder in our
society.” The bill grants tech companies, such as WeChat, Google,
and Facebook, a temporary exemption from the law to allow them to
adjust their online content under
this bill.
Since the passing of the bill in
May, and its recent implementation,
many free-speech advocates and

tech companies have voiced their
concerns. Critics claim that this
law is another tool the Singapore
government, specifically the ruling
party, can use to curtail freedom of
speech and stay in power. Reporters
Without Borders, a non-profit organization that advocates for freedom of the press, ranked Singapore
151 out of 180 in its 2019 World
Press Freedom Index, which is notably low for a democratic country.
Singapore ranks lower than Myanmar and Russia, both of which
are notorious for their lack of free
speech.
Many major tech companies, such
as Facebook, Google, and Twitter,
who all have their Asian headquarters in Singapore, have protested
vehemently against this registration. In criticism of the law, Goo-

gle has stated that it “could stunt
innovation.” Furthermore, many are
concerned about a specific clause of
the law that gives the government
the power to check private messaging apps such as WhatsApp, which
is a popular form of messaging in
the country.
A big contention point for many
critics is that the choice of whether
something is deemed misinformation or not is left to the ministers,
not a third party. As the country
approaches its general election in
April, many worry that ministers
may abuse this tool and attempt to
stay in power by striking down any
slander against them. Even members of Parliament have voiced their
concern. Opposition lawmaker Low
Thia Khiang has spoken against the
bill, stating, “the real aim of the

Government through this Bill is to
protect the ruling party and achieve
political monopoly.”
As nations around the world are
grappling with the increasingly
widespread occurrence of fake news,
many countries have employed different methods to respond to such
falsehoods. Singapore has set a
precedent for a democratic country in combating fake news directly.
The United States ought to watch
this development closely, especially as the country itself struggles to
tread the line between combating
disinformation while not straying
too far from the First Amendment
remains in the context of the upcoming 2020 elections — and beyond.
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AFCFTA BOLSTERS AFRICAN TRADE

BY Caroline Empey

I

n June of 2019, African nations
signed the AfCF TA deal, creating the nation's largest participating trade area in the world since
the creation of the World Trade
Organization. AfCF TA, or the African Continental Free Trade Area,
encompasses 54 of the 55 African
Union Nations (Eritrea is the only
nation that hasn’t signed) and was
created in hopes of establishing a
tariff-free continent to encourage
more local businesses, boost intercontinental trade, revitalize industrialization, and create new jobs
in Africa. According to the UN
Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA), the combined GDP of Africa is now $2.5 trillion after the
finalization of the AfCF TA agreement. The deal is expected to unite
1.3 billion people, and create a $3.4
billion trade bloc within Africa.
AfCFTA allows African
nations to create a single continental
market for both goods and services,
making it easier and more affordable
for people to purchase goods. The
hope is that goods will become cheaper,
as AfCFTA favors locally sourced
products over imports from Europe and
China. Furthermore, countries involved
in AfCFTA must remove tariffs from
90% of the goods they produce, which
will continue to lower costs for buyers.
Under the AfCFTA agreement, the

ECA predicts that intercontinental
trade will have increased by 52.3% by
2020, and the continent’s net income
will be boosted by USD $2.8 billion per
year.
AfCFTA will not only lower
the cost of goods but is also expected to
create more jobs, therefore producing
more revenue for the continent as a
whole. Mukhisa Kituyi, the secretarygeneral of the UN Conference on
Trade and Development, told the
United Nations that with the new
AfCFTA agreement, Africa will
“gain more industrial and valueadded jobs… because of intra-African
trade.” It is assumed that youth will
benefit most from the new agreement,
as the majority of jobs expected to
be created are more labor-intensive.
Additionally, African women are set
to benefit from AfCFTA as well.
Women make up 70% of all informal
border crossings in Africa, and under
the AfCFTA agreement, they will be
able to maximize income. AfCFTA is
simplifying trade systems and reducing
import duties to support small scale
traders, which includes the majority of
females in the field.
According to Chris
Devonshire-Ellis, founder of Dezan
Shira & Associates, “African and
international investors almost certainly
will benefit from the AfCFTA. It will

become easier to expand operations
across countries and regions.” It is
predicted that AfCFTA will support
not only smaller nations, but also larger,
more developed economies such as
South Africa. With the introduction
of AfCFTA, South Africa will be able
to further its private sector to regions
outside of the country, allowing its
economy to flourish.
However, not all countries are on
board. It took four years to convince
Nigeria, one of Africa’s more developed
economies, to join the AfCFTA
agreement. Nigerian leaders worried
that joining AfCFTA would “open a
floodgate for cheap imported goods
that could atrophy [their] nascent
industrial base,” and weaken their
relatively strong economy. Additionally,
there is a large economic gap between
Africa's many nations, which has some
experts worried that some countries
may benefit much more than others.
Smaller, specifically landlocked nations,
do not have the same developed road
systems as some of the more prosperous
African nations. The poor quality of
travel in these areas may discourage
other countries from trading with the
less developed nations. Furthermore,
many African nations are facing issues
of corruption and civil unrest, which
further prohibits expansion and deters
other nations from wanting to trade.

grace wang

CNBC says that AfCFTA has the
potential to damage local industries
that “have only survived because of
government protectionism.”
While the AfCFTA agreement still has
a long way to go, it is a step in the right
direction for Africa, whose nations have
a long history of internal and crossborder conflict. The hope is that with
the introduction of AfCFTA, trade
will flourish, new jobs will be created,
and the price of everyday items will go
down, allowing dwindling economies to
grow.

THE IMPACT OF VENEZUELAN-RUSSIAN
ECONOMIC RELATIONS

BY Elizabeth CHOu

O

n September 25th of 2019,
Russian President Vladmir
Putin and Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro met in Moscow. Why? To discuss Venezuela’s
tumultuous political and economical status.
Venezuela’s economy had been
tipping towards dire straits ever
since Washington placed oil sanctions on the country in January. As
a result, their oil production has
suffered massive blows. However,

Russia decided to intervene and
lend Venezuela a helping hand.
The issue first began when President Trump declared the oil sanctions on Venezuela, hereby banning
United States companies and individuals from dealing with Venezuela’s state-run oil company, Petróleos
de Venezuela, S.A., or PDVSA for
short.
Venezuela, as a petrostate, relies
heavily on its oil and natural gas
exports to make up a large portion

shutterstock.com

September 17th, 2016: Venezuela President Nicolas Maduro before a ceremony in Porlamar,
Venezuela.

of government funds and overall
gross domestic product. The country’s oil production had exploded in
the 1920s, making Venezuela only
second to the United States by output in 1929.
However, the nation soon became dangerously reliant on its oil
production. Their oil sales came to
make up 98% of export earnings
and nearly 50% of gross domestic
product, to the point that their dependence on the oil industry affected other areas of the economy and
made Venezuela incredibly vulnerable.
When the price of oil dropped
from nearly one hundred dollars per
barrel to under thirty between 2014
and 2016, Venezuela was sucked
into an economic and political spiral. Now, falling production of oil,
soaring debt, and hyperinflation
has led to a devastating humanitarian crisis in Venezuela.
Before the sanctions began, Venezuela regularly imported 120,000
barrels of oil a day from the United
States. They would blend the lighter
American oil with their thick crude
oil so that it could flow through
pipelines to their ports. Ever since
the sanctions began, Venezuelan oil
output has plummeted by 35%.
In 2018, Maduro secured a reelectionthat the United States and

other global powers found unfair
and undemocratic. President Trump
stated that the oil sanctions were a
punishment to Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, who had consolidated power through political
repression, censorship, and electoral manipulation.
After Maduro’s reelection, much
of the world’s attention turned to
Juan Guaidó, president of the National Assembly, the leader of Maduro’s opposition and as of January
23 of this year, Interim President of
Venezuela. The oil sanctions were
not only to punish Maduro but to
pressure him into ceding power to
Guaidó, whom the United States
and other international powers
recognized as Venezuela’s rightful
leader.
However, Russia decided to act as
an ally to Venezuela. The country ’s
oil firm Rosneft agreed to provide
PDVSA with necessary oil products
in exchange for Venezuelan crude
oil, partly replacing supplies that
were previously American.
On top of that, Rosneft helped
PDVSA divert oil exports to Asia
and continued to invest billions
into the company. Additionally,
Russia showed its support for Maduro by landing two planes in Caracas in March and continuing to sell
military equipment to Venezuela.
CONtINUED on next page
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On top of that, Rosneft helped
PDVSA divert oil exports to Asia
and continued to invest billions
into the company. Additionally,
Russia showed its support for Maduro by landing two planes in Caracas in March and continuing to sell
military equipment to Venezuela.
Although Russia’s aid to Venezuela is sizeable, it is barely enough to
keep PDVSA and Maduro’s government afloat. Furthermore, in order
to find customers in Asia, Venezuelan oil will be at a heavy discount,
which only brings more suffering to

the people.
Russia, for many reasons, supports
Venezuela. It is partially because
nearly 20 billion dollars’ worth of
Rosneft assets are tied up with the
country, and Russians worry about
what they could lose if Venezuela
has a change in power. Additionally,
Putin has his own plans.
Putin’s foreign policy vision from
his first days in office has several
aspects to it, including the objective
to restore Russia as a great power
that can influence all aspects of the
globe, to increase Russian domi-

nance, to turn the mostly U.S. dominated unipolar system to become a
multipolar system, and to cut U.S.
interests where possible. After having disputes with the United States
for nearly fifteen years, meddling
around with Washington’s backyard
is also a form of petty revenge.
In a sense, Venezuela is only a
chess piece in between Russia and
America. Russia views Venezuela
as a way to demonstrate Moscow ’s
power, and potentially as a tool
in order to strike a bargain with
America for more freedom to do

what they wish.
Despite this, Maduro is determined to stay in power. Now, with
the help of Russia, he has a formidable ally backing him up and
supporting his administration. As a
result of Russia’s intervention with
Venezuela, the humanitarian crisis
may last even longer and conditions
may worsen for Venezuelan citizens. At this rate, Washington fears
that they may need to find an alternative way to force Maduro out of
his position.

REGIONAL FOCUS
THE HORIZONS OF HEALTHCARE:

COMPARING NORTH AMERICA'S HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS
BY LILLY YAGER

W

hen looking at health care
in North America, Canada’s system of Medicare
presents the most extreme option
with regard to universal healthcare. The goal of this coverage is
to support people based on the services they require without relying
on their payment plan. This system
relies on the participation and contributions from all Canadians, as
this universal form of health care
is backed by federal, provincial, and
territorial taxation. Just a few of
the taxes that can be allocated for
health care include corporate tax,
sales tax, personal tax, and payroll
charges.
Before World War II, health care
in Canada was predominantly funded
and delivered by private institutions.
At the conclusion of the war, and
throughout the decades following, the
Canadian government implemented
regulations and standards as to how
health care should be funded and
distributed. Specifically, in 1977, the
method of cost-sharing was substituted for block funds, which is money allocated from one government branch
specifically to another. For the purpose of the Federal-Provincial Fiscal
Arrangements and Established Programs Financing Act, this meant taxation and cash expenditures. Around
three decades later, the Accord on
Health Care Renewal was implemented to adjust methods of health
care access; however, this resulted in
the Canadian government’s increased
need for monetary support for health
care. Because the healthcare system is
universal, provinces and territories reevaluated the ease of access to a health
care provider. Their goal was to conduct a Patient Wait Times Guarantee to provide care options that meet
a patient’s timely needs. Although
this system provides the same public healthcare and access for all, the
funding of health care is exponential.
The Fraser institute, an independent
research and educational organization
based in Canada, states that “while
Canadians may not pay directly for
medical services, they pay a substantial amount of money for health care
through taxes,” which can be exam-

ined through the increase of 53.3% in
expenses between 2004 and 2014.
Like Canada, Mexico has implemented a universal health care system,
but there is a reliance on private care
options as well. According to the Pan
American Health Organization, a surplus of people do not have the means
to pay for basic services. Additionally,
on an international standpoint, Mexico only pays more than Turkey and
Estonia in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD).
To increase beneficial health care
support, Mexico established Seguro
Popular (Popular Health Insurance).
Seguro Popular allows the poorest
communities to receive aid for services and prevention; however, all
other Mexicans are required to support the system with a premium. In
contrast to this affordability, many
people continued to rely on private
policy and care, receiving better quality treatment than the offered public
treatment. The private health system
consists of 45% of health care costs,

hence only middle-class or wealthy

citizens can afford it. For the families
and individuals relying on the Popular
Health Insurance, costs decreased 7%
from the original 30% among participants.
Unlike Mexico and Canada, there
are several ways to provide citizens
with health care in the United States.
When taking into account all of these
forms, 89.6% of the United States
population, approximately 283.2 million people, had some form of health
coverage in 2014, with 66% using a
private health care plan. Generally,
the United States government, similarly to Mexico, is not the main facilitator in controlling health care spending, but government funds do provide
a generous amount on health care per
individual unit, only falling short of
the Netherlands and Norway. In fact,
compared to other OECD countries,
the United States devotes a substantially greater amount of money towards health care in general.
However, despite the amount of
support the United States provides,
59% of health care providers recog-

nize that their patients experience
hardships in paying for a health plan.
One aspect of medical care that requires a considerable amount of money is pharmaceuticals. In 2013, $1,026
per individual was spent on drugs and
other medications, which is twice the
amount of the OECD in totality. In
addition to this expenditure, there was
a noticeable increase of 61% in premiums for families between the years
2005 and 2015, which provides difficulty in accessing a reasonable and
beneficial health care plan. When
discussing minorities in the United States, 11.8% of blacks, 7.6% of
non-Hispanic whites, 9.3% of Asians,
and 19.9% of Hispanics were uninsured in 2014.
Witnessing these low rates of uninsured demographics, aspects of the
American health insurance and care
system seem to be working. However,
like the other two countries in North
America, the question of future progress for social and financial efficiency
continues to be discussed.

ELIZABETH CHOU
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Protestors in an Indonesian marketplace on September 1, 2019. The atmosphere of violence and revolt in West Papua cannot be separated from life in Indonesia.
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"FREE WEST PAPUA" MOVEMENT SPARKS VIOLENT PROTESTS

BY NOEMI ELLIOTT

Allegations that police used excessive force on a group of Papuan students after they were
accused of defacing an Indonesian flag sparked violent protests
across the provinces of West
Papua and Papua at the end of
summer 2019. Thousands of Indonesian police were dispatched
across the districts to quell the
protesters. The protests first
broke out on August 17, a national holiday that marked Indonesia’s independence from the
Netherlands in 1949. It was triggered by a series of videos that
circulated the internet, depicting
security guards entering the dormitory of the students accused of
vandalizing an Indonesian flag.
The guards used words such as
“monkeys” and “dogs” to describe
the students, igniting anger in
protesters and local civilians.
West Papua and Papua, commonly collectively referred to as
West Papua, were former Dutch
colonies. Together, they compose
the Western half of the island
of New Guinea, and the eastern half is an independent state

called Papua New Guinea. West
Papua was officially incorporated into Indonesia after a United
Nations referendum, now often
referred to as a sham, was held
in 1963, which limited the number of votes to 1,000 handpicked
Melanesians. Historic tensions
between West Papua and the
rest of Indonesia stemmed from
the exploitation of Papua’s rich
resources, suppression of pro-independence movements, and the
encouragement of migration
to Papua. In combination with
West Papua’s isolated geography,
and cultural and ethnic diversity
from the rest of Indonesia, feelings of resentment have lingered
in West Papua.
On Monday, September 23 in Jakarta, Indonesia, at least twenty
people were pronounced dead, as
a result of rumors that a school
teacher insulted an indigenous
student brought hundreds of
violent protestors to the street.
Papua police chief reported
that an angry mob of protestors
torched various buildings, including shops, homes, local government buildings, and the roads
leading to the district chief ’s of-

fice. Additionally, of those killed
in the protests, three were shot
by the police. Two more protests broke out in Wamena and
Jayapura, Indonesia, resulting
in casualties in both cities. In
Wanema, at least 16 civilians,
including 13 from surrounding
districts, were killed after being
trapped in burning buildings,
and about 65 civilians were critically injured in the protest. In
Jayapura, police reported that
mobs of angry students attacked
police officers and soldiers, carrying rocks and machetes with
them. The police were forced to
respond via gunfire to stop protestors, killing three civilians. A
total of five police officers were
critically injured, and one died
on the way to the hospital. After
the protests, about 700 civilians
were arrested and brought into
police custody for questioning,
and police investigations ensued
into the claims of the teacher's
racist comments toward the student, however, they concluded
that nothing wrong had been
done.
In recent years, many Papua students, including both those who

study in and out of the state,
have asked for the United Nations to visit Papua in order to
determine the validity of alleged
human rights abuse issues, and
authorize self-government of
the province. Papua protestors
claim government officials in local and provincial governments
are underrepresented compared
to under the all-powerful Jakarta
administration. While students
march in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta, they wave the flag
from West Papua’s largest city,
Sarong. Depicting the morning
star, the flag is representative of
the “free West Papua” movement.
Exiled from Papua, independent
movement leader Benny Wenda is campaigning to re-examine the controversial 1969 Act of
Free Choice, and bring the issue in
front of the United Nations General Assembly. Wenda’s goal is to
bring freedom to Papua and hopes
that “now my people are launching
a second wave of demonstrations
the time has come for us to reclaim
our country.” Currently, Indonesia
has blocked off internet access in
West Papua, so until the United
Nations assembly, the situation
will continue to escalate as the violence persists.

WORSENING SAUDI-IRANIAN RELATIONS
continued from page 1

Before 1979, in response to Great
Britain granting independence to
its Middle Eastern protectorates,
Iran and Saudi Arabia formed
what Nixon called the “twin pillar policy ” in the Middle East, defending American interests in the
Persian Gulf. The United States
built up its allies in the region in
order to protect against Soviet influence from spreading. Iran and
Saudi Arabia were encouraged by
the United States to build up their
militaries. Iran responded enthusiastically, intervening militarily in
Iraq and Oman during the 1970s.
In 1980, Iraq declared war on Iran
with support from Saudi Arabia
and the United States. During this
time, The United States and Saudi

Arabia defended Saddam Hussein’s
use of chemical weapons on Iranian civilians. This is something that
would heavily contribute to Iran’s
decision to create its own nuclear
weapons program.
The proxy conflict between Saudi Arabia has threatened to plunge
the United States into another
full-scale war. In 2017, Iran restarted its nuclear program, something the United States and Saudi
Arabia desperately hoped to avoid.
Around the same time, The United States deployed an aircraft carrier in the Persian Gulf. National
Security Advisor John Bolton said
that the move was meant “to send a
clear and unmistakable message to
the Iranian regime that any attack

on United States interests or those
of our allies will be met with unrelenting force.” Two years before
this, Bolton wrote an op-ed in the
New York Times saying that negotiations with Iran were impossible
and that the only option the United States had was to replace Iran’s
government with a more American-friendly one.
So far, US reprisal has remained
predominantly economic. Trump
refused to go beyond issuing new
sanctions against Iran when they
attacked two Saudi and one United Arab Emirate oil tankers in May
2017, and again when an American
drone was shot down. However, the
economic sanctions have been devastating to Iran’s economy. In one

year, oil barrel production per day
was reduced by about 1.6 million.
The country’s GDP has been devastated and average family incomes
in Iran are plummeting as well.
As the situation in the Persian
Gulf intensifies, it is important to
note that what is going on today is
very similar to what has been going
on in the region for decades. The
United States is doing what it can
to support the countries that are
aligned with its interests while attempting to limit the influence of
everyone else. The United States’
first attempt at interference with
Iran has not brought about stability — time will tell whether or not
they will fare better this time or
make the same mistake again.
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EGYPT'S HARSH RESPONSE TO
ANTI-SISI PROTESTS IN CAIRO

BY Zoe Chow

T

he current president of
Egypt, Abdel Fatah al-Sisi, came into power after
a military coup d'etat in 2013
when president Mohamed Morsi
was detained. Morsi was the first
president to be democratically
elected, but after numerous protests in Tahrir Square demanding
his removal, the military eventually ousted him from his position.
They suspended the constitution
and reinstated an interim government, which at the time brought
joy and mass celebration to the
people of Egypt.
Six years later, on Friday evening,
September 20th, many anti-government protests took place in central
Cairo after a football game between
two popular Egyptian teams. The
protestors were calling for Sisi to step
down and leave office, while others
accused him of being “a thief ”. Similar protests also took place in cities
such as Alexandria, Suez, Damietta,
Damanhur, and Mahalla, all of which
had videos posted on social media.
However, these protests were peaceful
demonstrations, a rare sight for many
Egyptians, since most demonstrations
in the past were quickly shut down by
force or other means. The protests
took place in the week following Sisi’s
departure to New York to attend the
United Nations General Assembly.
The anti-Sisi protests were a response to the video posted by Mohamed Ali, accusing the government

of squandering public funds on personal projects such as luxury hotels,
mansions, and other personal estates.
Mohammed Ali, a former contractor
who worked for the military for 15
years and a somewhat renowned actor,
claimed he had evidence of the corruption going on in the government.
He made allegations stating that Sisi
and other high ranking government
officials were involved in financial exploitation, spending all the money on
different luxuries. Furthermore, the
country’s poverty rate has increased
from 25.2% in 2011 to 32.5% in 2019,
indicating that the number of Egyptians living in poverty has increased.
Ali lives in Spain due to self-imposed
exile, where he uses social media to
coordinate and provide instructions
to many young people about the unjust actions of the government. His
influence encouraged many young
people to go out onto the streets and
protest after the football game on
Friday night.
Since the Egyptian revolution overthrew president Hosni Mubarak in
2011 and the military coup d’etat that
overthrew President Mohamed Morsi
in 2013, the Sisi rule has placed emphasis on it ’s curtailing of free speech
and repression of government opposition. Almost all opposing politicians
have been arrested, while all sources
of criticism are either under heavy
censorship or have been silenced.
There have been multiple attempts of
anti-government protests in the past,
but all were quickly shut down by the
police force.

Protesters in Cairo’s Tahrir Square, Egypt

One of these instances occurred
in 2016 when Sisi handed over sovereignty of two Red Sea islands, Tiran and Sanafir, to Saudi Arabia in
exchange for financial aid. There
was major public outrage and many
Egyptians criticized Sisi for his decision, saying that it defiled national
pride. More than a thousand people
had gathered to protest against Sisi’s
decision in central Cairo and it was
one of the biggest demonstrations in
the country’s history, but was quickly
quelled by force. This only added to
the mounting frustration and anger
many Egyptians felt against Sisi and
his method of governing.
In response to the unprecedent-
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ed protests, the police fired tear gas
and rounded up approximately 2,300
people. Many people were arrested
for disrupting the peace of the city,
including 111 minors which mostly
consisted of people between ages 11
and 17. The mass arrests of protestors turned into a targeted sweep on
activists, journalists, and politicians.
A number of the arrested journalists
or politicians had not participated in
the anti-Sisi protests but were simply
arrested due to the fact that they were
not pro Sisi. These harsh waves of arrests send a clear message: “those who
threaten Sisi shall be crushed”.

PROTESTS IN HAITI DEMAND
PRESIDENT MOISE'S RESIGNATION

BY ADDIE ALLEN

S
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ous corruption allegations that President Moïse embezzled money from
Venezuela meant to be put towards
helping the country. In 2006, the two
countries implemented a program
called PertoCaribe which allowed
Haiti to borrow fuel from Venezuela and postpone immediate payment.
Two billion dollars meant to be put
towards healthcare and repair of the
country went missing, and the Haitian senate reported that the funds
were misused. In addition, the Haitian government faces accusations of
mishandling post-2010 earthquake
aid money and government contract
fraud.
Haiti has also long been gripped
by a fuel crisis; the low supply of
gasoline and pressure from suppliers
on the government to pay their dues
also established pressure on Haiti’s
economy. A noted contributor to the
current unrest was the Haitian government ’s July 2018 attempt to end
fuel
subsidies,
meaning
that
the government
would stop paying for a portion
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of fuel sources.
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dramatic rise in

ince February, widespread, volatile protests in Haiti have been
unsettling the country, incited
by alleged corruption in the federal
government, increasing taxes, inflation, and general unrest in a country
that has been long plagued by turmoil. The goals of the anti-government protestors center around the
resignation of Haitian President Jovenel Moïse and a subsequent shift
to a transitional government.
Haiti’s government system plays a
large role in the corruption and, subsequently, these recent protests. Haiti
has no official Prime Minister, as the
active Prime Minister Fritz-William
Michel’s ratification was “delayed
indefinitely ”. President Moïse has
put forth three nominees in the past
two years, but all have been rejected. In addition to this instability in
the government, the country faces an
inflation rate of almost 20%. Numer-
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gasoline prices would have put more
monetary strain on the people of
Haiti anyways. Due to public uproar,
the plans were canceled the same day
and Prime Minister Jack Guy Lafontant resigned soon afterwards. A new
Prime Minister, Jean-Henry Céant,
was hired and subsequently fired half
a year later.
The man at the center of the
conflict is the Haitian President,
51-year-old Jovenel Moïse. Moïse
took office in 2017 with 55.67 percent of the vote. His election came
after a re-vote as the previous results were discounted due to reported fraud. On February 14th, Moïse
released a video announcement refusing to resign, instead promising
to form a “unity government ” and
respect the results of a corruption
investigation committee.
The current state of the protests
has induced worsening poverty in
the country, hitting cities outside the
capital, Port-au-Prince, particularly
hard. Schools and banks have been
closed for weeks and the United Nations reports that their humanitarian
efforts have been affected. Residents
are also struggling to access water,
fuel, and healthcare. Violence has
been prevalent with the destruction
of businesses and government property as well as homes and vehicles. A
Haitian senator allegedly fired a gun
outside the Parliament building, in-

juring a journalist. The official death
count has not been given by Haitian
officials, but the United Nations
notes "several have died", with nearly 200 injuries.
At the moment, Haiti is at an impasse. If the President does not resign, opposition leaders promise to
keep the country at a standstill. If
President Moïse does indeed resign,
the Chief Justice of Haiti’s Supreme
Court, René Sylvestre, would take
control of the transitional government, and the country might fall into
even more uncertainty. As said by
Duke University professor and Haiti
specialist Laurent Dubois, “It seems
like we’re going into some kind of
new phase in Haitian history, but
what it holds will be difficult to predict.”

shutterstock.com

The message of this symbolic mural from a
previous Haitian protest in 2010 still rings true
today.Tahrir Square, Egypt
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OPINION

WHAT DEMOCRATS RISK LOSING BY BEGINNING
IMPEACHMENT PROCEEDINGS

By NEIL SHEN

O

n September 24th, Democratic Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi announced a
formal impeachment inquiry into
President Trump after allegations
that he had encouraged Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky to
investigate his political rivals as a
quid pro quo. His critics cite the
transcript of a call between the two
presidents released by the White
House wherein Trump asks Zelensky to “do us a favour” in investigating Hunter Biden, Joe Biden’s son,
on grounds of corruption. As diplomatic leverage, Trump had frozen
$400 million in US aid ahead of his
July 25 call.
This blatant misuse of national money, if indeed true, no doubt
warrants an impeachment inquiry.
Otherwise, this would have risked
further impunity from Trump and
future presidents; after all, if using military aid for personal gain
doesn’t warrant an inquiry, what
would? All the same, though, it ’s
worth asking whether the proceeding is likely to come to fruition. In
this aspect, the outcome is less certain.
In order to impeach a sitting president, Trump’s opponents would
need to gather a simple majority
of 218 in the House of Representatives. In order to actually convict

and remove him from office, however, a further two-thirds majority
in the Senate needs to be reached.
The latest tally by Politico, a news
outlet, shows that 219 members in
the House support impeachment.
The Senate, however, currently
seats 53 Republicans– convincing
20 of them to cross the line is unlikely. Should impeachment proceedings fail, Trump would be able
to continue appealing to his voters
with populist rhetoric, framing the
entire proceeding as “a coup designed to take away the power of
the people.” Undeniably, this would
do more harm than good.
Even if impeachment succeeds,
voters are still likely to shrug off the
scandal unless the president is convicted. In the past, his voters have
repeatedly done so; when Trump
boasted about grabbing “women by
the pussy,” his supporters ignored
it. When Mueller’s report identified
acts tantamount to an obstruction
of justice, his voters believed that it
was simply a part of a witch hunt. A
decade ago, these issues would have
been enough to destroy any politician’s standing. Today, Trump’s supporters hold steadfast in their approval of the president.
This fiasco is further compounded by the opaque nature of Hunter Biden. He served on the board
of Burisma, Ukraine’s largest private oil and gas company, while

his father was vice-president of
the United States at the time. Although such an act is by no means
illegal, Trump’s accusation was also
not a baseless one. All this is likely to aggravate his voters, who may
think that their president was only
defending their national interest. If
so, this would then create an ideological clash that would be difficult
to resolve.
Ultimately, the decision of
whether to impeach a president

whose supporters see him as a victim of the political climate is a difficult one. Although the inquiry is
unlikely to remove Trump from office and will probably stir up fiercer
opposition against the Democrats,
it is fundamentally–and morally–
the correct decision to make. The
very purpose of impeachment is to
restrain the powers of the president when he has overstepped his
bounds; if noth ing else, that is one
charge President Trump can not deny.

FRANK ZHOU

THE FUTILITY OF POST-TRUTH CLIMATE ACTIVISM

By SOPHIA HLAVATY

F

rom the 20th to the 27th of
September this year, millions
of people across 185 countries
on all seven continents took to the
streets to galvanize their respective governments into overcoming
the inertia of the status quo and
actualizing international action
to mitigate climate change. The
Global Youth Climate Strike was
the biggest climate mobilization
effort in history. Although various
news sources put the number of
participants at 4 million, the official webpage reported the number
at 7.6 million. Participants carried
handmade signs that read “Planet
Over Profit ” or “No More Excuses”
and chanted slogans like “Sea levels are rising and so are we!” Greta
Thunberg, the 16-year-old Swedish

girl who helped catalyze adolescent
environmental activism, made an
appearance in New York City and
told demonstrators to demand a
safe future.
The impatience of these protestors
and their inability to understand
the effects of climate regulation on
corporate reality and developing
nations inhibit rational dialogue to
reach potential solutions.
The Achilles Heel of worldwide
climate regulation agreement is
that different regions and populations will experience divergent impacts of global warming and differ
in their ability to withstand such
changes depending on their monetary power, leadership, and training.
Hence, the areas vary in the immediacy of their response. For developing nations, such as China and
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Activists led by sixteen year old Swedish teenager Greta Thunberg protest as part of a growing
group of young people.

India, reducing carbon emissions is
a zero-sum situation; they have an
insatiable need for energy, mostly
carbon-based fuels, in order to expand in all industrial domains. Thus,
it is hard for developing nations to
actively commit to policies like the
Paris Agreement when those very
policies hinder their short-term and
long-term economic growth. After
all, according to Charles Wheelan, Senior Lecturer in Economics
at Dartmouth College and author
of the New York Times bestselling
book Naked Economics, “the case
for keeping people poor because it’s
good for the planet is economically
and morally bankrupt.”
The protestors’ juvenile finger-pointing endeavors to indict
fossil-fuel corporations, Republicans, and Donald Trump for the
degradation of the environment are
inadequate because they place the
blame on the symptoms and not the
cause of ambivalence towards climate change. Capitalism relies on
cheap oil to maintain its practices.
The widespread proliferation of fossil fuels in our daily lives indicates
that people have to recognize that
the climate change problem extends
beyond the traditional villains under
media spotlights. While we should
not exonerate those antagonists entirely, we should target our efforts
towards interrogating the political,
social, ethical, and economic institutions that endow them with the necessary sustenance needed to thrive
in the contemporary world. These
include, but are not limited to: the
profit incentive, lack of education in

certain regions, globalization, capitalism, and economic inequality.
Through the targeted signs and
slogans, and the rhetoric that the
planet is approaching a form of
doomsday, the protesters also encroach past the realm of a scientifically-motivated demonstration; instead, their actions emphasize how
the climate is becoming a polarizing issue. This is detrimental for the
movement because for international climate action to be realized, the
populace and world leaders need to
reach across party lines and lean into
the movement, uniting in a shared
vision for the planet. Partisan politics present a barrier to the amalgamation, for they encourage a divisive mindset from the get-go that
stifles progress in discussions. The
polarization also trivializes the importance of scientific data; science
becomes seen as another way to advocate for a certain policy stance instead of a general search to discover
the truth.
Humankind is defined by the way
we acclimate to various challenges
that are thrown our way. Climate
change is an obstacle that impacts
our present and future, and how we
deal with it will affect the global order for generations. World leaders
must create policies that acknowledge the disparities in the resources
that countries have to avert to deal
with climate change. We must prevent engagement in hostile posttruth advocacy and politics that
further prevent productive solution-generating efforts.

