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Rohingya Muslims after having their houses burned and family members killed by Myanmar militants are forced to take shelter in Bangladesh. From the border,
they look to their motherland from where smoke is emanating.

HORROR IN MYANMAR

By Junah Jang
On September 11th, the United
Nations’ top human rights official,
Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, accused the
country of Myanmar of being “a
textbook example of ethnic cleansing” at a council in Geneva. Ethnic
cleansing is the process by which a
group removes a religious or ethnic
community through violence. In
this case, the victims are the Rohingya, a mostly Muslim group who
have been dubbed by the U.N. as
“the world’s most persecuted minority.”
The Rohingya have lived for
centuries in the Buddhist-majority country of Myanmar (known as

Burma until 1989). Nearly all of the
Rohingya live in the state of Rakhine, where they are not allowed to
leave without government permission. Despite being able to trace
Rohingya roots in Myanmar back
to the 8th century, this ethnic minority has been denied citizenship
under the law since 1982, which has
effectively rendered them stateless.
Further, because they are considered
illegal, the government can deny
them public education, employment, marriage, property, and freedom of movement. The result is a
meager literacy rate of just 20%.
Hostility towards the Rohingya
is traced to 1886, where then-Burma was under British rule. The
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British had been controlling Burma
since 1824 and encouraged migrant
labor by implementing colonialist
policies. As the Muslim population
tripled in Burma, the British promised the Rohingya a separate “Muslim National Area” in exchange for
support in conflicts like World War
II. During that war, the Rohingya
fought against the Burma nationalists, who supported Japan. Despite
the British promise, the Rohingya
were not given an autonomous state.
Rohingya statelessness led to a
conflict surrounding the issue of
citizenship in 1948 when Burma
achieved independence from the
British. Myanmar officials argued
that the Rohingya were foreigners

who benefited under colonial rule.
By 1962, the country had condensed into a one-party military
state where the minority group of
Muslims were seen as a threat to the
national identity. For the next four
decades, military operations closed
Rohingya businesses, social organizations, and political groups, leaving the Rohingya subject to forced
labor, arbitrary detention, beatings,
rape, torture, and death. These military crackdowns were enforced
in 1978, 1991-1992, 2012, 2015,
2016, and are escalating presently.
In February of 2017, a U.N. Human
Rights report detailed the nature of
Myanmar army massacres: of 101
women interviewed, more than half
had been raped.
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Former Chilean President Sebastián Piñera gives a speech after being
proclaimed presidential candidate by right-wing parties for the 2017 Chilean
Presidential Elections in Santiago, Chile.

On Sunday, November 19th, Chile
will hold its presidential election.
The Chilean constitution restricts
the president from serving two consecutive terms, so the current president, Michelle Bachelet, held office
from 2006 to 2010, and then from
2014 to today. President Sebastián
Piñera held the office from 2010 to
2014, and he is now running in this
year’s election, currently leading the
polls.
At the turn of the century, South
America experienced a “pink tide”
of left-wing politicians. In 2010,
Piñera broke a 20-year streak of liberal Presidents in Chile, becoming
the first conservative leader since

the end of Augusto Pinochet’s dictatorship in 1990.
A businessman with a net worth
of $2.7 billion, Piñera first made his
money by introducing credit cards
to Chile in the 1980’s. He has since
branched out, investing in Chile’s
principal airline, Lan Chile, and the
country’s biggest soccer club, Colo
Colo. Piñera has been compared
to Silvio Berlusconi and Donald
Trump, due to his outgoing personality and celebrity-like demeanor.
While running for his first term in
2010, Piñera often discussed how
he planned to apply his expertise
in business to running the nation’s
government.
CONtINUED as
“piÑera’s second go” ON PAGE 2
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JUST THE
FACTS
CATALAN
SECESSION
DEVELOPMENTS
catalan parliament

Pro-independence parties make
up a slight majority of the Catalan parliament, and last Friday,
they passed a motion to begin the
formal steps that would eventually lead to Catalonia becoming an
independent republic.

Spanish response

The Spanish Senate passed legislation preventing Catalonia from
becoming a sovereign nation.
The laws gave Spanish President Mariano Rajoy new powers,
which he exercised, to dissolve
the Catalan government. New
elections for all Catalan Parliament seats will be in six months
and those lawmakers who voted
for independence, if criminally
prosecuted for sedition, will not
be allowed to run. Catalan President Carles Puigdemont was also
removed from power. With the
Spanish government in control
of the Catalan government, there
are no legal avenues for Catalonia
to become independent of Spain.

former catalan leader

Ex-President Puigdemont has
urged his fellow Catalonians and
remaining government officials
to resist Spanish rule peacefully.
As a result, people have taken to
the streets, so far relatively peacefully, in support of independence.

next steps

The Spanish government has
continued to fire disloyal Catalan
government officials and replace
them with loyal officials. The will
of the Catalan people to seek independence has waned since the
Spanish took control, with one
reputable poll showing only 41%
support for independence.

The
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Russia’s Arktichesky Trilistnik [Arctic Trefoil] military base on Alexandra Land Island, a part of the Russian-controlled Franz Josef Land Archipelago.

The Next ‘Cold War’
By Gigi Glover

T

his past March, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
visited a newly built military base known as the “Trefoil
Base” or the “Northern Shamrock,”
which can store warplanes and over
150 troops. The base is located on
Kotelny Island in the East Siberian
Sea and is one of three new bases
being built in the Arctic Circle by
Russia. Russia is also restoring old
Soviet bases in the most significant
arctic military build-up since the
fall of the Soviet Union in 1991.
One example of a refurbished base is Alakurtti, near
the Finnish border. Alakurtti is
250 miles north of Murmansk,
one of Russia’s northernmost
cities, situated amongst forests
and nearly eight feet of snow.
Last April, when Putin invited
several news agencies to visit the newly restored base, reporters witnessed troops training in hand-to-hand combat
and skiing in white fatigues
with camouflaged Kalashnikov
rifles. The base has been renovated with new cladding on
the outside of
the building,
and the inte-
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riors shown to journalists were
spotlessly clean—reporters even
joked that they would be tempted to stay at the base if it weren’t
for the freezing temperatures.
Alakurtti is the first of two
Arctic bases planned for the region. Many argue that the base
could potentially be used to attack or defend against Finland.
However, the facilities have
a dual purpose. They support
the infrastructure for a Northern Sea Route that would ease
shipping between Europe and
Asia. While this route does not
yet exist, the shipping passage is
predicted to be vital when much
of the Arctic becomes ice-free
in the next several decades.
The other purpose of the
converted Soviet and the newly built bases is to stake a claim
on the resources beneath the
Arctic, which is valued at $35
trillion. A U.S. Geological survey estimates that 13% of the
world’s undiscovered oil and
30% of the undiscovered gas is
in the Arctic. Additionally, the
Arctic is projected to hold even
more hydrocarbon reserves than
Saudi Arabia. As the polar ice
cap recedes, more resources will
become available for harvesting

and use. In February 2016, Russia filed a claim with the United Nations asking for 460,000
square miles of the Arctic
Ocean seabed, which would allow them access to these emerging resources.
In hopes of increasing U.S.
activity in the Arctic, President
Trump signed an executive order that rolled back offshore
drilling regulations. As the
Arctic emerges as a new area for
geopolitical competition, other
countries have declared an interest, albeit much less hastily
than Russia. The U.S., Canada,
Denmark, Norway, and China
each have tried to assert jurisdiction over parts of the Arctic,
although legally it is still unclear who can stake claims in
the territory.
The Commandant of the U.S.
Coast Guard, Admiral Paul F.
Zukunft has been calling for
the U.S. to begin increasing its
capabilities in the Arctic, warning against leaving Russia’s expansion go unchallenged. He
asked at a recent conference in
Washington, D.C., “When Russia put Sputnik in outer space,
did we sit with our hands in our
pockets with great fascination

PIÑERA’S
SECOND GO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
On October 22, a vote
was held amongst a group of
right-leaning parties in Chile,
and 53% of voters supported
Piñera. This victory solidified
his front-runner status in the
general election on November
19, as the left has not united
behind one candidate.
Chile has one of most stable
economies in South America,
which in large part was built
during Piñera’s first presidency.
As a result, Piñera’s campaign
has the support of many Chilean business leaders. Current

President Bachelet, a socialist,
has enacted a series of economic reforms, which many
critics claim has de-incentivized investment.
Although Piñera helped the
economy significantly, many
social groups continue to oppose him. Throughout his first
term, many students protested
against the Chilean educational system. His administration’s
response to the protests was
seen as disconnected, strengthening these social groups’ case
against his current candidacy.
If no candidate receives 50%
of the vote in the general election, a run-off between the top

and say, ‘Good for Mother Russia?’”
Many economists believe that
the Arctic is still an unreliable
investment for Russia, which
calls into question the motives
of the venture. They think that
Russia should be investing in
alternative forms of energy,
which would be more applicable
in 30 years. The expansion of
Arctic bases is also a very costly
expenditure, given the current
weakness in the Russian economy. Nevertheless, the majority
of economists have been complimentary of Russia’s posturing to capitalize on the eventual
opening of the Northern Sea
Route.
Like any expansion of Russian military might, the Arctic
buildup is causing nerves in
neighboring countries. In January, 300 U.S. Marines landed in
Norway for a 6-month deployment. This mission marks the
first time Norway has allowed
foreign troops to be stationed in
their country since World War
II. With memories of Russia’s
2014 annexation of Crimea still
fresh, nato is watching closely.
The threat of invasion is not the
only fear, however, as Russian
domination of the Arctic Sea
could have major political and
economic consequences for the
next century.

two will occur. If this happens,
and if the currently divided
left unify around a candidate,
the race is expected to be much
closer.
Recently, a new candidate
emerged from the left-wing
parties: ex-T.V. anchor, senator,
and moderate liberal Alejandro Guillier. Senator Guillier
has gone from 1% to 14% approval in the polls during the
last few months. His rise to
prominence has also reflected
a decline of support for President Bachelet’s socialism. Intellectuals believe that President Bachelet overestimated
the support for socialism, and
that it was her personality, not
her policies, which won her
the election in 2013.
Further, President Bachelet’s
son, Sebastian Davalos, was
embroiled in a real-estate
scandal. He used his con-

nections to take out a loan of
$10 million to buy land in the
name of a company of which
he is a partial owner. Although
President Bachelet was not
directly involved, her approval
rating dropped to 31%.
The corruption scandal also
contradicted one of the primary objectives of her presidency:
to foster equal opportunity for
all Chileans. Her son’s actions
seemed extremely hypocritical to that core goal. Senator
Guillier has attempted to separate himself from many of the
policies and actions of President Bachelet, but the polls
still overwhelmingly favor
Piñera.
The decline of Bachelet and
the weakening of the socialist
movement has set Piñera up
for a win in November, and
the return of conservatism to
Chile.
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Rescuers raise their clenched fists in homage to a man who survived the quake but died before they
were able to reach him during the search for survivors at a flattened building in Mexico City.

EARTHQUAKES UNITE
MEXICO

By Posie Millett

I

n September, less than
two weeks apart, two major earthquakes
shook Mexico. As a result, there were
more than 350 deaths and over 7,500 affected properties. Despite the inevitable reconstruction that most of the country will have
to face, the political world is experiencing
unexpected positive effects due to this tragedy. When a large earthquake hit Mexico in
the late 1980’s, the politicians hid from the
people, the country never truly recovered and
the people were enraged. After the tragedy
last month, it is clear that politicians have
learned from their past mistakes.
In 1985, the earthquake that shook
Mexico also shook its political world.
Alejandro Hope, a Mexican politi-

THE FRESH
PRINCE OF
ARABIA
By Marco Chapa

O

n June 21st, Saudi King Salman
named his son, Mohammed bin
Salman (Prince Mohammed),
Crown Prince, replacing the King’s nephew,
Mohammed bin Nayef.
Prince Mohammed, the eldest son of
King Salman’s third wife, age 32, is the
youngest Crown Prince in Saudi Arabia’s eighty-five-year history. In the
four years since his father became King,
Prince Mohammed went from a relatively unknown Saudi royal, to defense
minister in 2015, to Crown Prince just
two years later.
This change in succession comes at
a tumultuous time for Saudi Arabia,
whose G.D.P. had negative growth for
the first time since 2011. The economic downturn has primarily been the result of the decreased price of crude oil,
which accounts for 46% of the Kingdom’s G.D.P.
Prince Mohammed has been adamant
about the need to diversify the economy away from oil. A key tenet of Prince
Mohammed’s economic agenda, known
as Vision 2030, has been the privatization of state companies. He has proposed that Saudi Arabia privatize their
healthcare, educational, and military
industries. In a statement, Prince Mohammed said that privatization would
“decrease some of the pressure that the

cal and security analyst
who was 14 years old at
the time, stated that the government
“pretty much disappeared for the first
24 hours.” At least 10,000 people were
killed in this tragedy, and the government did not provide aid to the victims.
Even with the help of thousands of volunteers, the damage was irreversible.
Another irreversible effect was President Miguel de la Madrid’s reputation.
When he rejected foreign aid after the
earthquake, it began his slow political
demise.
After the people’s distrust in President de la Madrid began, an entire political reformation took off. Residents who
lost their homes began running for pubgovernment has” to fund these expensive programs. Most notably, the Crown
Prince was the lead supporter for an
I.P.O. of the state-oil company, Aramco,
which will raise nearly $100 billion for
the Kingdom.
Prince Mohammed has also imposed
stiff austerity measures, reducing Saudi
Arabia’s deficit by 51%, by implementing a hiring freeze and rolling back government subsidies. The Crown Prince,
however, hasn’t been afraid to invest in
ambitious projects, recently announcing
the construction of a $500 billion megacity—expected to be 33 times larger
than New York City—known as Neom.
Prince Mohammed has stated that the
creation of Neom will not only benefit
Saudi Arabia, but also the world.
Alongside economic reform, Prince
Mohammed has been pushing for social
change and recently the Kingdom lifted
the ban on women driving. This reversal
is the latest step in the Crown Prince’s
plan to move Saudi Arabia away from
fundamentalist Wahhabism to a more
moderate brand of Islam.
Prince Mohammed has also been crucial in strengthening Saudi Arabia’s ties
with the U.S., recently signing a $350
billion defense deal with the Trump
Administration. President Trump and
Prince Mohammed have both looked
to strengthen relations between their
respective countries, meeting on several
occasions to discuss anti-terrorism operations in the Gulf region.
In recent months, Prince Mohammed has become increasingly outspoken
about his views on Iran. In an MBC
(Middle East Broadcasting Center) interview, Prince Mohammed said, “a believer is not bitten from the same hole
twice. We were bitten once [current Ye-

lic office; they started as neighborhood
leaders and advanced into city-wide
politics. A liberal cause began to spread
and fought back against the Institutional Revolutionary Party—a political party founded in 1929 to represent the new
power structure that emerged after the
Mexican revolution. The left eventually
won Mexico City’s mayoral election in
1997 and has been in power ever since.
This shift in political power was the basis for the vastly different government
response after September’s earthquakes.
The first earthquake last month occurred just off the Central Mexican
coast and had an 8.2 magnitude. It
started late at night on September 7th,
while most people were asleep. Chiapas
and Oaxaca, two of the most impoverished states in Mexico, also the closest
to the epicenter of this earthquake, were
hit the hardest. The day after the initial
quake, sixty-one were reported dead and
more injured. About 1.85 million homes
lost electricity and remained dark as
multiple aftershocks rippled through
the surrounding area. Most of these aftershocks only reached a magnitude of
5.0, causing much less destruction than
the original quake. Unfortunately, the
next week, another earthquake caught
the population off guard.
The second earthquake, with an epicenter 650 kilometers away from the
original and this time directly under
Central Mexico, had a 7.1 magnitude. It
occurred on September 19, the 32nd anniversary of the strongest earthquake in
Mexican history. Behzad Fatahi—professor of geotechnical and earthquake
engineering at the University of Technology Sydney—stated that this quake
was not an aftershock of the one two
weeks before because they usually do
not occur hundreds of kilometers away.
Due to happening directly on land, the
death toll was much higher than the
earthquake a week earlier. A total of 326

people died after a multitude of buildings in Mexico City collapsed.
The people were prepared to face this
earthquake as they had thirty years ago,
without government aid. But after the
earthquake, they realized how much
their politicians had learned from the
mistakes of the past. Enrique Peña Nieto, the current president of Mexico, was
very present on social media as soon as
the shaking began, spreading information and safety tips. The day after the
quake, President Peña Nieto visited
Juchitán, a town in southeastern Oaxaca.
It is also evident that the country
has begun to enforce safety measures
to better handle natural disasters. Mexico City, prone to earthquakes because
it is built upon a soft foundation, has
a system to alert residents of incoming
disasters. On the morning of the first
earthquake, alarms blared throughout
the city, waking and warning citizens.
This newly implemented system reduced citywide panic and limited the
overall death toll.
Although the earthquakes in Mexico
were a tragedy, leaving over 300 dead,
they represent an actual change in how
actively the Mexican government reacts to disasters within the country.
The response in 1985 was much different and far worse than that seen last
month. Mexican officials and politicians have made it known that they are
there to help their citizens, whether it
be through strictly enforcing building
codes or practicing emergency evacuations. These changes have earned them
back the trust of their people. The
question remains: will Mexican officials remain active in the problems of
the people, such as economic inequality and widespread local corruption, or
will they return to their elevated positions after the memories of September’s
earthquakes dissipate?
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U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson meets with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman
al-Saud during his official visit to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
men Civil War]. We will not be bitten
again. We know we are a major target
for the Iranian regime...We will not
wait until the battle is in Saudi Arabia
but we will work so the battle is there in
Iran and not in Saudi Arabia.”
Prince Mohammed’s hawkish views
on Iran can be traced back to his time
as defense minister, where he initiated
Saudi Arabia’s involvement in Yemen.
The proxy war between Iran backed
Houthi rebels and the Saudi-led coalition has resulted in the death of 50,000
Yemeni and the displacement 1.8 million people. As gains on both sides have
stalled and civilian casualties mounting,
Prince Mohammed has continued to
ramp up his combative rhetoric.
With Saudi Arabia’s intervention
failing to counter the Houthi rebels,
many political analysts doubt whether

Prince Mohammed will continue the
costly Yemen operation. Support from
the Trump Administration, however,
could embolden Prince Mohammed to
expand the military intervention.
Although it is too early to predict
how exactly Prince Mohammed will
change Saudi Arabia as future King,
his appointment as Crown Prince represents a drastic shift in Saudi politics.
His promise for reform, however limited, is revolutionary in a nation known
for its traditionalism.
Prince Mohammed’s role as Crown
Prince has just begun but he is enthusiastic about his nation’s future declaring that “changing Saudi Arabia for the
better means helping the region and
changing the world.”

Thursday, november 2

ABE’S
ARROWS

ECONOMY | 4

ECONOMY

Japenese Prime Minister
targets deflation and
stagnant growth
BY Jack Palfrey

J

apanese prime minister Shinzō Abe
knew very well what his biggest challenge would be when he entered office
in 2012: the economy of Japan has had stagnant growth and continuing deflation for the
past two decades. His plan, nicknamed Abenomics, consists of three ideas, which he calls
“arrows.” Abe’s first arrow is to increase the
money supply by printing ¥60 to 70 trillion,
or $530 to 600 billion, in addition to lowering interest rates. His second arrow is to increase government spending to spur demand.
Finally, his third arrow deals with reforming
regulations that have inhibited Japanese industries from being globally competitive.
One example is the ability to fire ineffective
workers, something that has been historically
difficult. His third arrow also proposes ideas
such as modernizing the agricultural sector
as well as reforms in the pharmaceutical and
utility industries.
Two weeks ago, Prime Minister Abe
won by a landslide in the Japanese election, which puts him in power until
2021. The result came as no surprise,
as his three arrows seem to have been
working. According to the Pew Research Center, the overall optimism on
the Japanese economy has exceeded its
previous highest level, which occurred
in the early 2000’s (during the dotcom boom). Under Prime Minister Abe,
much of the growth has stemmed from
small and mid-sized businesses, which
are run mostly by the middle class. In
fact, the Japanese economy has grown
for the last six financial quarters. This
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Tokyo’s Nikkei recently hit 22,000 points as markets cheered the re-election of Shinzō Abe. In Japan, red indicates an increase and green a decrease.
growth leads experts to proclaim that
Abenomics is working.
Many of Japan’s larger businesses will
benefit from this election, such as large
exporters, defense contractors, nuclear
power providers, and casinos. One of
the country’s largest exporters is Toyota, who since the fall in the value of the
yen, which started in 2011, has benefited greatly. Fanuc, Canon, and Nintendo
have also profited off this because many
of their sales come from overseas. In the
defense sector, Mitsubishi, Kawasaki,
Toshiba, and IHI have been invested in
by the Japanese government. The decision to invest in parts of these companies is in response to the threat of North
Korean nuclear weapons. Prime Minister Abe campaigned on the strong reputation his administration has earned

What Will Canada
do Without NAFTA?

Drew Angerer / Getty Images

Prime Minister of Canada Justin Trudeau departs after a press conference at the Canadian
Embassy, in Washington, DC. Earlier in the day, Prime Minister Trudeau met with President
Donald Trump, where they discussed the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

from his response to North Korea’s missile tests and has promised to open up
more nuclear reactors. Mitsubishi, who
also supplies the defense industry, is one
of the largest suppliers of nuclear power, which will make it easier for Prime
Minister Abe to implement that plan.
Nonetheless, Prime Minister Abe is
experiencing some setbacks, and certain
sectors of the economy might encounter
small problems in the future. To further
grow the economy, he has agreed to allow the development of casino resorts.
However, this idea has proved to be
unpopular with many voters, and political opposition has slowed those plans.
There may not even be any casinos open
until 2023. During his election campaign, Prime Minister Abe proposed
the idea of decreasing the sales tax from
10% to 8%, a move that is intended to

increase consumer spending. However,
to pay for these cuts many retailers such
as Aeon, Seven & i, and Kirin might expect to see higher taxes. The tobacco industry will also see a rise in taxes due to
the popularity of electronic cigarettes.
The Japanese economy has improved
substantially under Prime Minister
Abe, which is reflected in the Nikkei
225 Stock Average, where stocks have
been at two-decade highs and a 15-day
winning streak, its longest ever, recently
ended.
We will have to see what the next four
years have in store for Japan’s economy,
the second largest in Asia. Will Abenomics continue to work, or is Japan destined to return to stagnant growth and
deflation?

BY Jack O’Neil

who were concerned about the possible
economic ramifications. U.S. opposition
was, however, much less prevalent, with
polls showing that 40% of Americans
were not even aware of the bill’s passage.
While cusfta remained a controversial
bill, it was soon overshadowed by the
passage of nafta.
In addition to the inclusion of Mexico, nafta also sought to deal with some
of cusfta’s shortcomings. The most vocal opponent of this trade deal was the
Liberal Party of Canada, who felt that
the deal was removing Canada’s economic sovereignty. Despite some Canadian opposition to the plan, President
Bill Clinton passed the bill through the
Senate in 1993. He also included two
stipends, the North American Agreement on Labor Cooperation and the
North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation. These stipends
were included to mitigate the economic
and social impact that trilateral trade
might cause.
Since President Trump’s announcement to renegotiate the deal, the three
neighboring nations have held a series
of talks over the past few weeks, although negotiations seem to have hit a
standstill.

T

he North American Free Trade
Agreement, or nafta, went into
effect on January 1, 1994, forming a trade bloc between the U.S., Canada,
and Mexico in an effort to promote North
American trade. However, under the current
presidential administration, nafta has been
met with substantial opposition, President
Trump stating in his 2016 campaign platform, “nafta is the worst trade deal maybe ever signed anywhere, but certainly ever
signed in this country.” The impacts of a U.S.
withdrawal from nafta holds serious consequences for all parties involved, namely
Canada.
The U.S.’s present effort to reform
the current trade partnership holds
particular significance for Canada-U.S.
relations. The 1994 passage of nafta
superseded the Canada–United States
Free Trade Agreement (cusfta), which
had existed between the two countries
since its ratification in 1988. One of
the first of its kind, it removed tariffs
on imports and exports between the
two countries and attempted to regulate trade. In the original legislation, it
claimed to be a “win-win agreement,”
boasting economic benefits for both
countries. Despite the initial promise of
the trade deal, it faced heavy opposition
with both Canadian political parties,

CONtINUED on the following page
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CHINA’S
INVESTMENT IN
TECH
the Issue

The Chinese government is investing billions into developing new tech,
such as artificial intelligence, renewable energy, self-driving vehicles, and
robotics. Recently, Chinese companies have begun aggressively investing
into American tech companies that
produce technologies in those fields.
Many of these technologies can be
used for military purposes. Recently,
U.S. intelligence agencies have determined that many of these Chinese
tech investment companies’ funds are
coming from the Chinese government, which has raised alarms within
the U.S. government.
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Much of the renegotiations are focused on
the role of Mexico in the trade agreement.
Canada, alongside Mexico, continues to
maintain that they are willing to negotiate with President Trump, although they
have rejected the recently proposed trade
deals put forth. John Weekes, the original Canadian negotiator for nafta, stated
that “it wouldn’t be the end of the world”
if the renegotiations fell through. Other
experts, however, predict a much more
palpable impact, with an anticipated 4.2%
rise in tariffs on Canadian goods, compared to a 3.5% increase on U.S. goods.
A significant consideration for Canada’s

role in nafta is the Automotive Products Trade Agreement, or Auto Pact. This
trade agreement, ratified by both the U.S.
and Canada in 1965, removed tariffs on
automotive goods exchanged between
the two countries. As a result, automotive companies have strategically placed
plants throughout the U.S. and Canada
to take advantage of the reduced tariffs.
As the third largest automotive exporter
to the U.S., many Canadians worry that
withdrawing from nafta, and by extension the Auto Pact, will negatively affect
the automotive industry. According to the
Canadian government, over half a million

people are employed in the Canadian automotive industry, and with a decrease in
automotive exports, experts fear a decline
in employment.
Subsequent negotiations are planned to
take place in Mexico City on November
17th, and further talks over nafta have
been pushed to January of 2018. Nonetheless, U.S. withdrawal from the trade deal
is extremely possible. Questions remain
on how Canada’s economy will fare without nafta, and whether or not the Canadian government can make modifications
to withstand such an economic change.

The reaction

There are currently very few restrictions on investments in American
companies producing technology that
have military applications. The Pentagon has warned the U.S. Congress
that there needs to be stricter control over these investments to keep
important technology in American
hands. China has responded by maintaining the claim that it is not their
government, but private companies,
that are making these investments.

future

If China continues to invest heavily
in these technologies, they might be
able to more easily gain parity or even
a military advantage over the U.S. It
will be interesting to see if the U.S.
Congress or President Trump takes
action, and how that might affect
U.S.-China relations.

BANKING JOBS
LEAVING THE U.K.
why

Following the Brexit vote, many
banks announced that they would be
moving jobs from the U.K. to E.U.
member nations. Proposed locations
included Brussels, Amsterdam, and
Frankfurt. Recently, Goldman Sachs
C.E.O. Lloyd Blankfein teased on
Twitter, “Just left Frankfurt. Great
meetings, great weather, really enjoyed it. Good, because I’ll be spending a lot more time there.”

The Current Plan

Originally, banks warned that they
would be moving 1,000 employees or
more out of the U.K. However, last
Friday, citing recent Brexit negotiation developments, U.B.S. C.E.O.
Sergio Ermotti announced that the
Swiss bank would likely only be moving 250 senior bankers, and keep their
back offices in London. This plan
would allow trades to be booked in a
new E.U. location but then managed
in London. Other banks have also recently indicated that they would follow a similar plan to that of U.B.S.

E.U. response

E.U. financial leaders have argued
against U.B.S.’s potential plan. They
believe that it defeats the purpose of
the E.U.’s exclusive single-market—
which the U.K. will lose access to
following Brexit. The financial leaders
have called upon the European Commission to write specific language that
would prohibit U.B.S.’s plan. No law
has been passed as of writing.
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Alibaba chairman Jack Ma makes a speech last year during the Singles’ Day Global Shopping Festival in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province of China. 2016
Singles day recorded over $17 billion in sales.

ALIBABA’S AMBITIOUS
AGENDA
BY Will Zinterhofer

O

n November 11, China will celebrate
Singles’ Day. The holiday, also called
Bachelors’ Day, originated in the early
1990’s and evolved into an occasion for single
men and women to celebrate together. The
name Singles’ Day connotes the four single 1’s
in the annual November 11th date (11/11).
Today, Singles Day is known less for
its original purpose and has instead become a massive online shopping event,
which dwarfs similar events. Just as Hallmark became linked to Valentine’s Day,
Singles’ Day is now synonymous with
Alibaba, an e-commerce platform based
in China. During Singles’ Day, Alibaba
partners with thousands of brands and
merchants in a remarkable one-day promotional event. Jack Ma, the founder of
Alibaba, advertises Singles’ Day as a day
to be proud of your “singleness” and treat
yourself to a myriad of products on sale.
Last year on Singles’ Day Alibaba’s online
payment system recorded $14.3 billion in
sales, nearly triple Black Friday sales and
more than four times Cyber Monday sales.
For the past decade, Alibaba has been
the dominant online sales force in China, regularly outpacing both international
and local competitors. Unlike Amazon,
Alibaba does not sell or ship goods; instead, they act as an online market. They
are paid for space and services on their
website to merchants’ online storefronts.
Currently, Alibaba’s e-commerce website,
Tmall, consists of over half of e-commerce
sales in China. In addition, Alibaba has

invested in many offline partnerships with
merchants. This coming Singles’ Day, Alibaba will service over 600,000 convenience
stores and 30,000 rural service centers.
Alibaba’s growing consumer market
and innovative marketing style could pave
the way for Jack Ma’s global ambitions.
Over the past year, Ma has reportedly
spent nearly 800 hours flying to foreign
countries to introduce his vision for the
company. His goal is to have small global businesses trade into the Chinese and
other countries’ markets using Alibaba’s
platform. Ma projects that in 2037, Alibaba will be servicing two billion customers
worldwide, resulting in Alibaba itself becoming the world’s fifth largest economy.
To become a global commerce superpower, Alibaba needs to act quickly to
beat out other competitors, such as Amazon. Teng Binghseng, a professor of strategic management at the Cheung Kong
Graduate School of Business says, “globalization is better done now than later.”
To improve international relations, Ma recently visited Detroit to speak in front of
thousands of U.S. small business owners.
He made it clear that Alibaba can be the
bridge to millions of Chinese consumers.
Contrary to Amazon, Alibaba will service
these business owners by creating a platform for them to sell.
Alibaba President Michael Evans recently said, “We are very different from
Amazon. We create the infrastructure of
commerce, the platform, the technology
and the partnerships to make it possible
for millions of small businesses to participate successfully in global trade. We are
doing our business on a far greater scale

and in an inclusive manner.” Alibaba’s
goal of global marketplace domination has
already taken significant steps. As of late,
they have expanded into the Indian and
Southeast Asian markets.
Alibaba still has a long way to go before
they become a global commerce engine.
Presently, the company’s biggest issue is
the circulation of counterfeit goods on
their platforms. Ma has pledged to work
with law enforcement and use data tracking to rid the platform of this problem.
Despite slower growth in its international
businesses, Evans has said that the company is on track to reach its goal of generating 40% of its revenue internationally in
the next 10 years. As Ma’s vision evolves,
it becomes increasingly more plausible
that November 11 becomes a global holiday, including in the United States.
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Fatah’s Azzam al-Ahmad (R) and Saleh al-Aruri (L) of Hamas sign a reconciliation deal in Cairo, Egypt. The two rival
Palestinian movements ended their decade-long split following negotiations overseen by Egypt.
BY Blakeley Buckingham

T

he conflict between
Palestinian political parties Hamas
and Fatah has resulted in
hundreds of deaths, and the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza.
Although both groups wish
to establish Palestine as a fully recognized state, Hamas
and Fatah possess different
ideologies. Fatah conducts a
more diplomatic approach,
and the organization supports a two-state solution
that consists of an Israeli
state and a Palestinian state.
In contrast to Fatah, Hamas
disregards peaceful alternatives to fighting. The group
is known for its use of rocket
attacks and suicide bombings, particularly against Israel, and Hamas is listed as a
terror organization in many
countries. The two factions
have maintained strong political presences in Palestine
for many years, and Hamas
and Fatah have experienced
tension when joint-govern-

A CRITICAL DEAL
FOR PALESTINE

ing due
to their
separate
strategies.
The strife between Hamas and
Fatah first developed
following Hamas’ legislative majority win in
2006, which determined
control of the Palestinian
Parliament. Following its
victory, Hamas refused to
promise nonviolence and
recognize the state of Israel, and in response, aid
from foreign countries
was restricted to the Fatah-controlled executive
branch of the Palestinian
government. Hamas retaliated by forming their
own security force for the
Gaza strip—an action
declared “unconstitutional” by Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas.
As a result, Fatah military commanders began
to refuse orders from the
Hamas administration.
Due to internation-

al sanctions, Hamas relied on the import of
large cash donations to
pay off debts. Later that
year, Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh attempted to
travel from Egypt to Gaza
while carrying $30 million in cash. Haniyeh was
denied entry at the Rafah Border Crossing (the
only crossing point between Egypt and Gaza),
and a gunfight broke out
between his guards at the
pro-Fatah border agents.
Following the incident,
Egypt closed the border crossing. Later that
year, a Fatah supporter
attempted to assassinate
Haniyeh, only increasing
the violence between the
two factions.
In 2007, Hamas and
Fatah repeatedly strug-

Thousands Already Dead
continued from page 1
According to refugees, they saw
Rohingyas killed by being forced
into burning structures. This treatment, labeled by many as genocide,
has led to internal mass displacement and a Rohingya refugee population that is growing by over a
thousand people per day.
Myanmar’s army has said it is
only responding to a Rohingya
militant attack that took place on
August 25th, when a Rohingya
resistance organization known
as Harakah Al-Yaqin (the Faith
Movement) staged a deadly attack
on security forces and killed 12
officers. This resistance movement
handed the military justification

to target the Rohingya. Human
rights investigators reported that
in the days following the attack, as
many as 5,000 civilians in Rakhine
could have been massacred by government soldiers. An exact number
cannot be known because Myanmar refuses to allow humanitarian
aid into affected areas. Satellite images show 288 separate Rohingya
villages burned, most down to the
ground.
Since August 25th, some
590,000 Rohingya have fled to
neighboring Bangladesh, a significant portion of whom are children.
There, they join the 300,000 refugees who had fled during previous
military crackdowns in the past
decades. According to the U.N.,

gled to reach a deal to
share government power,
causing Hamas’ takeover
of Gaza. Major issues between the parties included control over border
crossings, and Palestine’s
strategy concerning Israel. Violent fighting continued, and a civil rights
commission
estimates
that over six hundred
Palestinians were killed
in the bloodshed between
January 2006 and May
2007.
President Abbas split
the government in June
2007, removing Haniyeh
from office, and he began
to rule both Gaza and the
West Bank by presidential decree (as of writing,
the Hamas security force
still effectively controls
Gaza). The international

the overall number of refugees is
expected to exceed one million in
the coming days or weeks.
Currently, the Myanmar army
claims that they are conducting
counter-terrorism operations. At
the center of these military claims
is the State Councilor (president
of the country) Aung San Suu Kyi,
a Nobel Laureate, who won her
country’s first openly contested
election in November of 2015. She
spent her life in detention because
of her efforts to bring democracy
to then military-ruled Burma. In
1991, the Nobel Peace Prize chairman called her “an outstanding
example of the power of the powerless.” However, if she speaks to
protect the Rohingya, she will face
a backlash from Buddhist nationalists, voters, and the military itself. If
she stays silent as she is doing now,
many experts argue that she will be

community quickly stated
their support for Abbas’s
actions. Direct aid to Palestine was resumed, and
many countries retracted
sanctions enforced on the
previous Palestinian government. However, clashes between Hamas and
Fatah have continued,
and Abbas recently came
under fire for using his
administrative power to
pressure Hamas in Gaza.
The president decreased
salaries of government
employees living in the
region, and the electricity supply to the territory
was severely cut. This past
summer, Gaza’s residents
sometimes only had three
hours of electricity a day.
The deteriorating living
conditions in Gaza and
continued violence between Hamas and Fatah
indicate a dire need for a
reconciliation agreement
between the factions of
the Palestinian government.
Recently, Egypt announced it had brokered
a deal between Hamas
and Fatah, and representatives from both parties
signed the agreement
on October 12th. Although the two sides only
reached a partial reconciliation, Hamas agreed
to include more Fatah officers in its Gaza security
force, and Fatah agreed
to integrate more Hamas
officials into the Palestinian government. However, many suspect that
Hamas will be reluctant
to give up the tunnels
and weapons that they
developed over the past
decade. Experts worry
that including Hamas in
Abbas’s government will
impede Palestine’s current diplomatic stance on
Israel and statehood, as
Hamas has been launching rockets at Israel every

year since 2006. Finally,
the two parties agreed to
allow Fatah security forces manage the Rafah Border Crossing again—ending Egypt’s closure of the
passage. The reopening
of the crossing will allow
people and goods to pass
freely, easing the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. Despite the deal’s coverage
of only civil and administrative matters, Hamas
and Fatah are scheduled
to discuss future national
elections and the reform
of the current political
system in November.
Egypt’s role in the
reconciliation
between
Hamas and Fatah is particularly vital given the
Egyptian
government’s
worries about terrorism
in the Sinai Peninsula. Egypt fears that increased fighting between
Palestinian factions will
lead to more Palestinians
wishing to enter Sinai.
This potential chaos in
the Sinai region could allow isis or other radical
Islamist groups to gain
support and control in
the area, a severe threat
to the continued operation of the Sinai canal. To
maintain control of the
peninsula, Egypt has proposed to control a joint
security council operated by Hamas, Fatah, and
Egypt for the Gaza and
Sinai area.
As the international
community, and particularly the United States,
has warned, a potential
united Palestinian government must commit to
nonviolence. If the reconciliation agreement between Hamas and Fatah
succeeds, and a peaceful
government is formed,
Palestine could be able
to present a unified front
in statehood negotiations
with Israel.

Paula Bronstein / Getty Images

Rohingya refugees stand at a crowded internally displaced persons (I.D.P.)
camp after sunset on the outskirts of Sittwe, Myanmar.
perpetrating the fastest growing
humanitarian crisis of our time.
“To be forgotten, is to die a little.” Those were the words that
State Councilor Suu Kyi delivered

in her 2012 Nobel Peace Prize
Lecture. The future of the Rohingya people—whether or not they
will continue to be forgotten—remains unclear.
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ISIS CAPITAL HAS
FALLEN
BY Neil Thorley

O

n October 17, 2017,
the city of Raqqa,
the capital of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(know as isis or the Islamic State), finally fell to the
Syrian Democratic Forces
(S.D.F.) after a four-month
battle. The siege of Raqqa
marks the end of a yearlong
campaign, which has resulted in devastating losses for
the self-proclaimed caliphate, by the S.D.F., a primarily
Kurdish military force based
in the autonomous region
of Rojava. The S.D.F. has
worked in tandem with the
American-led coalition of
Operation Inherent Resolve,
which provided weapons,
training, and crucial air support to the group.
The Islamic State has
existed in one form or another since 1999 but rose
to global prominence in
January 2014 after quickly claiming large swaths
of land in Iraq and Syria,
areas already destabilized
by more than a decade of
conflict. Since then, the

Islamic State has
faced fierce opposition on all
fronts, including government forces in Iraq and
Syria, a U.S.-led nato
coalition, the Iran Revolutionary Guard, the
Russian army, and even
other extremist organizations such as Al-Qaeda.
nato coalition airstrikes
began in late 2014, and
the Islamic State has
slowly lost ground, now
controlling only a third
of the territory it had two
years ago.
The S.D.F. arrived
at Raqqa in June 2017,
shortly before the Islamic
State’s other stronghold
of Mosul fell to Iraqi
forces. After encircling
the city and cutting off
the Islamic State’s supply
lines, the S.D.F. launched
a brutal attack on the
heart of the city, where
fighting soon became
door-to-door.
Ground
combat and coalition
airstrikes devastated the
city. The battle continued
for months, but by late
September, the presence
of the Islamic State in its

capital had been reduced
to small pockets scattered
throughout the city. On
October 17, the extremists’ final bastion fell, and
the S.D.F. declared the
complete liberation of
Raqqa from the Islamic
State for the first time
since 2013.
Raqqa was vital to the
Islamic State in several
ways. Its central location
in Syria and proximity to
the Euphrates River affords it a dominant tactical and logistical position, without which the
Islamic State may struggle to coordinate military
action. Additionally, for
a group that relies very
heavily on propaganda,
shock tactics, and media presence, the loss of
their capital so soon after
losing the stronghold of
Mosul is a major ideological defeat for the Islamic
State. However, the city’s
most significant asset to
the extremist organization was economic.
The Islamic State differs from other jihadist
groups in that it has a
powerful source of inter-
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A member of the Syrian Democratic Forces, backed by US special forces, looks out from a building
at the frontline in Raqqa.
nal revenue—the massive
oil fields seized from the
Iraqi and Syrian governments. By selling crude
oil and refined fuel to
traders and other rebel
groups, the Islamic State
receives a steady supply
of income. The largest
of these oil fields is in
Deir ez-Zor, less than
100 miles southeast of
Raqqa. The fall of Raqqa
poses an imminent threat
to the Islamic State’s
most important oil field.
Moreover, Raqqa was a
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A general view of the scene of the explosion of a truck bomb in the centre of Mogadishu. A truck bomb exploded outside
a hotel at a busy junction in Somalia’s capital causing widespread devastation that left hundreds dead.

BOMBING IN
SOMALIA
BY Philip Matteini

O

n the eve of Saturday, October 17, a bomb went off
in Somalia’s capital near
the Safari Hotel. With over 350
people pronounced dead and several hundred injured. This attack
is by far the deadliest in the East
African country’s history. Victims
included senior civil servants, five
paramedics, a medical student, an
American-Somali man, and multiple children. No group has yet to
claim responsibility for the bomb-

ing. However, fingers point toward
al-Shabab, a Somali jihadist group
that has been responsible for several terrorist attacks and the former
military occupation of Somalia.
In the last week, several political
figures around the world have addressed the tragedy in press conferences and speeches. The U.N.’s secretary-general, Antonio Guterres,
urged for “unity” and the standing
up against “extremism.” Despite
the international condemnation,
Somalia continues to be a country
plagued by instability and radical-

ism, detrimental to the safety of its
citizens.
Since the military coup of
long-serving dictator Mohamed
Siad Barre in 1991, Somalia has
been in a recurring state of civil war.
The clashing between rival warlords and their clan-like militias
has ultimately led to a non-governmental occupation of the country’s
northern regions by distinguished,
radical forces. This absence of a
central government resulted in the
U.N.’s withdrawal of its peacekeeping force in 1995. In the early
2000s, Transitional Governments
were able to control much of the
conflict, until 2006 when war broke
out between al-Shabab and Ethiopian forces looking to seize southern territories. The establishment
of the Federal Government in So-

major center of oil refining, limiting the Islamic
State’s ability to produce
refined goods such as fuel
will be crippled.
While the liberation
of Raqqa was a crushing
blow to the Islamic State,
both militarily and ideologically, much work remains, and many civilians
paid the ultimate price.
According to the United
Nations, over 80% of the
city is now uninhabitable due to the devastating fighting. Airwars, a

malia in 2012 marked the first permanent central government in the
country since the start of the civil
war. During this time, Somalia and
its citizens have been no stranger to
acts of terror. Since 2010, Somalia
has seen over 800 deaths as a result
of terrorism. In 2017 alone, it has
already experienced two car-bombings, one targeting a hotel and the
other the Ministry of Defense.
In the aftermath of the attack,
the U.S. dispatched a military
plane carrying medical and humanitarian supplies. Flying in from
Djibouti, home to the American
naval base Camp Lemonnier, the
aircraft landed within 48 hours of
the bombing. Washington released
a statement condemning the attack
“in the strongest terms,” affirming
that it would “continue to stand
with the Somali government” to
support an international ally in the
fight against global terrorism. Both
the U.S. Embassy and the U.K.’s
Foreign Minister, Boris Johnson,
described the attacks as acts of
“cowardice” that only reinvigorated their respective countries commitment to assist Somalia and the
African Union. Turkey, a country
responsible for the recent construction of hospitals, roads, and schools
throughout the nation responded
by welcoming those wounded to
be flown and treated in Turkey. 40
of the most severely injured victims
were flown to Turkey within several hours of the attack.
For the U.S., fighting extremism based in the Horn of Africa
became relevant throughout Somalia’s descendance into anarchy.
Starting in 1992 under the George
H.W. Bush administration, American troops were dispatched to Somalia to aide and reduce a famine
that was responsible for the death
of nearly 300,000 people. However,
this humanitarian attempt became

journalistic transparency
project focused on the
Islamic State, has stated
that over 1,800 civilians
lost their lives during
the four-month siege,
including 1,300 from coalition airstrikes. With
the Islamic State defeated on their home turf,
the struggle to free the
peoples of Iraq and Syria
from the tyranny of the
Islamic State is looking
more likely.

tense, because of a conflict between the U.N. and forces loyal to
the ex-Somali dictator Mohamed
Aidid (who still controlled a large
territory). Troops were formally
pulled from the country in October
1993 when U.S. special operations
conducted a failed attempt to capture Aidid, resulting in the death
of 18 American soldiers. Advisors
from the U.S. military returned to
Somalia in October of 2013 to assist 22,000 African Union soldiers
who are fighting al-Shabab. Taking
into consideration the gravity of
recent terror acts in Somalia, President Trump granted additional authority to the United States Africa
Command, requiring less vetting to
carry out strikes against al-Shabab.
Although aide from its allies
may always be guaranteed through
their various forms of support,
Somalia continues to be a country crippled by conflict. Its weak
central government accompanied
by the presence of radical militant
groups renders its current situation
a difficult one to overturn.

LETTER
FROM THE
PUBLISHERS
Dear Reader,
Thank you for your support and
readership this year. We will not
be publishing an edition in two
weeks on November 16th as a
result of final assessments week.
We wish you the best of luck
during the final few weeks of
the term and look forward
to presenting you our special
holiday edition on December 7th.
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Is it Time
for a ‘Rexit?’

BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI / AFP / Getty Images

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson looks at President Donald Trump after a memorial service at
the Pentagon for the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
By Natalie Simpson

W

hen
former
ExxonMobile
C.E.O. Rex Tillerson was announced as President Trump’s
pick for Secretary of State, many State
Department employees were excited at the
prospect of being led by someone with management experience and no political ambitions. However, less than a year later, much of
the U.S. diplomatic corps feels disillusioned,
unappreciated, and ignored. Hollowed out
by a series of firings and resignations, the department remains understaffed, and tensions
between Tillerson and Trump have recently
come to light. Due to his lack of diplomatic
experience and isolated management, Tiller-

son’s leadership has crippled the State Department both now and for years to come.
One of Tillerson’s first moves as Secretary of State was to fire much of the
State Department’s senior leadership.
While political appointees, who are appointed by a president’s administration,
usually resign when a new president is
elected, Tillerson also forced out many
career officials, effectively stripping the
department of an experienced senior
staff. Furthermore, the Trump Administration has yet to name replacements
for many of these positions, making it
impossible for remaining employees to
work effectively. Many important undersecretary or assistant secretary po-

sitions, which are responsible for the
everyday direction of crucial State Department efforts, remain empty. Even
those positions that have been filled are
often occupied by people with little relevant experience, and the remaining vacancies have heaped extra work on other
employees. Tillerson also canceled the
incoming class of foreign service officers, leaving the State Department with
no new talent to fill its ranks. With fewer skilled diplomats, the State Department will struggle to fulfill its mission
of advancing American interests abroad.
Tillerson also remains an isolated
leader within the State Department.
He interacts mainly with a small circle
of trusted advisors, almost all of whom
have no diplomatic experience. Despite
his lack of interaction with the rankand-file workers, Tillerson has launched
a reorganization initiative, which is partially responsible for the exodus of experienced employees. This initiative has
little popular support, except from those
within his inner circle, but Tillerson has
insisted on prioritizing the reorganization, instead of filling high-level positions. Many State Department employees feel that their voices are not heard
by the secluded leadership, or worry
that disagreements with those in power
could lead to firing. Combined with the
lack of experienced leadership and the
departure of many employees, morale

in the State Department is reaching an
all-time low.
Finally, Tillerson has had a combative
relationship with President Trump, and
he has been unable to make diplomacy a
priority in Trump’s administration. Recently, it emerged that Tillerson referred
to Trump as a “moron,” and Trump, in
turn, has publicly scorned Tillerson’s
diplomatic efforts, especially attempts
to negotiate with North Korea. Tillerson also remained conspicuously silent
when a federal budget proposal suggested slashing the State Department’s
funding by over 30%; he did not defend
his department’s interests over the president’s. With Tillerson often sidelined
in Washington, military leaders have
stepped in, proposing military solutions
to global crises instead of diplomatic
ones. This increasingly belligerent foreign policy could easily lead the United
States into an unwanted conflict overseas. Tillerson’s inability to promote and
protect his department has weakened its
influence over domestic policy and hurt
America’s international standing.
Under Tillerson’s leadership, the State
Department has become increasingly
sidelined in American policymaking. Its
employees, who are uniquely responsible for representing the United States
abroad, are disregarded, overworked,
and disillusioned, without respected
or experienced leadership. Tillerson’s
actions have fundamentally weakened
American diplomatic efforts abroad,
despite the need for communication,
negotiation, and cooperation in an increasingly tense global climate.

STEP
T
UP THE
SANCTIONS

By Sebastian Frankel

he United States’ ongoing
conflict with the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (dprk), represents one of the
most challenging diplomatic issues
to date. Despite
famine, extensive sanctions,
and widespread
dissatisfaction
with current leadership, the country continues to pursue a nuclear
program in an attempt to find a
way to compete with its so-called
archrival, the United States.
It is clear from the past few
years that despite the sanctions
that have decimated countless
aspects of North Korean society, the current government
will stop at nothing, not even
the suffering of its people, to
develop its nuclear arsenal.
Having built a nuclear bomb as
early as 2006, the country’s scientists’ main challenge is now
making an intercontinental
ballistic missile. Once in hand,
the nation could then target the
continental United States, potentially resulting in the first
nuclear war in history.
However, to prevent this, the
United States and South Korea
can neither launch a preemptive strike nor risk a war with
the rogue state. Both could result in two serious problems:
an influx of refugees and the
targeting of the South Korean
capital, Seoul. As the fourth
largest city in the world, with
over 17.5 million living in the
metropolitan area, a North Ko-

rean nuclear attack has the potential to devastate the country
and its people. Meanwhile, refugees would pour over South
Korean and Chinese borders as
the result of a war with North
Korea, producing the worst humanitarian crisis in decades.
Despite international promises, the Chinese government
continues to assist the dprk
on its northern border, while
condemning the rogue state’s
nuclear program, to avoid the
aforementioned refugee crisis.
According to the Council on
Foreign Relations, China continues to possess strong economic ties as well as an alliance
with dprk, while also supporting U.N. sanctions to condemn
and prevent the country’s nuclear program. The U.S. needs
to stop letting China take both
sides. All other nations in the
U.N. support an end to the
dprk’s nuclear program, while
China claims to but then turns
around and supports the country in its self-interest. President Trump should threaten, if
not force China to cut off its
lifeline to North Korea. Having
previously backed the dprk,
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A North Korean soldier gestures as he stands in foggy weather along the banks of the Yalu river near Sinuiju, opposite
the Chinese border city of Dandong.
the Chinese government trusts
Mr. Trump even less than they
trust Kim Jong-Un. Thus, the
U.S. needs to improve foreign
relations with Europe to team
up against China with possible U.N. resolutions or sanctions that have the capability
of damaging the Chinese economy more than an inevitable
North Korean conflict would.

The U.S. and South Korea can then extend sanctions
to their maximum, where the
dprk is receiving no outside
help. Although this may sound
like a short-term solution, it
avoids “World War III,” or a
potentially catastrophic humanitarian crisis. Ultimately,
it slows down the North Korean nuclear program by cutting

off access to outside materials while also strangling their
government and forcing them
to act as their citizens starve.
Once the country is brought
to its knees, the United States,
as well as South Korea, have
countless options for setting up
a secure, fully democratic, and
independent government of the
people.

