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THE FIRST WAVE:

LESSONS FROM CHINA AND ITALY

By Adeline Allen

I

n an unprecedented
time of crisis for the
global community, regret runs rampant as national governments race to
catch up with a virus that
has infected nearly every
country on Earth faster
than we could have imagined. Hindsight serves as
a cruel reminder of what
should have been, but also
a resource for the future. It
is the lessons from countries like China and Italy
who faced the first wave
of COVID-19 infections
that stand as precedent for
the US in its response.
COVID-19 was first

discovered in Wuhan, China in late December 2019.
On January 11, the first
death associated with the
virus was reported. Less
than 2 weeks later, Wuhan was completely cut off
from the rest of the world
in an attempt to curb the
beginnings of what would
become a global pandemic. After taking the brunt
of the virus’s first wave,
China reported zero new
infections on March 19.
One of China’s strengths
in response to COVID-19
was its speed in identifying the number of infected and whom they came

HOW COVID-19
IS AFFECTING RELIGION

By Sophia Hlavaty

I

f God represents the
good, then why does
He allow the spread of
COVID-19? How can I
maintain my belief during
such tribulations? During
the month of April, instead of uniting in community to celebrate their
annual religious festivals,
disciples are responding
to the COVID-19 pandemic by grappling with
questions that evaluate
the basis of their faith, as
the crisis challenges not
only the spiritual interpretations of holy texts,
but also the logistics required to support the belief.
The rising death toll

and
subsequent
hysteria have prompted
discussions surrounding
how faiths can find meaning and God amid the
disintegration of the normal world order. Some,
like Ralph Drollinger, the
minister who leads Bible
study for President Donald Trump’s cabinet and
52 other GOP lawmakers,
view the virus as God’s
punishment and judgement of the state of the
world.
CONtINUED as “ Is COVID-19
God’s Work? How Faith Leaders
are Adjusting to Virtual
Community and Answering
Existentialist Questions about
the Nature of Religion” ON
PAGE 9

in contact with. Testing
320,000 people in 3 weeks,
China’s response excelled
in tracking those who
came into contact with
infected persons. In the
healthcare sector, China
utilized online healthcare,
seeking medical advice via
phones and online platforms. The cost of treatment might also serve as
an inhibitor for people to
seek help, so China announced they would cover
all hospital costs associated with COVID-19 outside of insurance.
Although there is debate
over how China handled

COVID-19 in its earliest
stages, with some pointing
out that officials tried to
cover up the virus, other
hard-hit Asian countries
including South Korea
modeled their response
off of China’s as the number of active infections
there begins to dwindle.
China has encouraged
countries to learn from
their experience, even establishing a website called
“The Knowledge Center
for China’s Experiences in
Response to COVID-19”.
CONtINUED as “China and Italy”
ON PAGE 3

CHAOS COUNTRY:
PANDEMIC RESPONSES IN
SOUTH AMERICA

the desperation that has
overtaken the continent.
s North America
Of all South American
struggles to contain countries, Brazil’s panthe rapid spread of demic response has provCOVID-19, its counter- en most controversial.
parts in the South fare The hardest-hit of South
no better. On April 3, a American countries, the
Washington Post story re- nation’s pandemic reported a sickening reality: sponse has forced it into
diseased victims of the a medical and political
coronavirus littering the nightmare. According to
streets of Ecuador as the the Johns Hopkins Unicountry ’s government and versity Center for Sysan overwhelmed hospital tems Science and Engisystem scrambled to co- neering, as of April 12,
ordinate a response it was the country ’s over 22,000
ill-prepared to execute. cases account for nearly
Beyond Ecuador, chaos 45% of all cases in South
reigns through the rest of America.
South America; mounting
CONtINUED as “South America’s
death tolls and ever-grim Chaotic
Pandemic Response” ON
projections only hint at
PAGE 5
By Frank Zhou
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are on lockdown, Sweden’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic is to carry on everyday
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to the virus. SEE PAGE 4

GOVERNMENTS BOOST
ECONOMIES DURING
VIRUS ROUT: Countries
are pouring more and more
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agreements. see page 8
CHINA AND ITALY:
A description of the
COVID-19 responses of Italy
and China and what the US
should consider as we
face the pandemic.
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chains. see page 9

The people who brought this issue
together:

Editor in Chief:
Sophie Liu

Publisher:

Gwen Robinson

Managing Editor:
Posie Millett

ORBAN’S UNFETTERED
GRASP: Hungary’s new
coronavirus bill suspends
elections in a huge blow to
European democracy. SEE
PAGE 5

MASK
CULTURE AND
CORONAVIRUS
CONTAINMENT:
How important is it to
wear your face mask?
see page 10

SOUTH AMERICA’S
CHAOTIC PANDEMIC
RESPONSE: As the world
reels in response to the
Coronavirus pandemic,
countries in South
America fare no better.

Layout & Design: Copy Editor:
Samantha Lee

Jack Palfrey

Section Editors:

Keishi Kimura

Luke Napolitano

Heads of Operations:

Jack Palfrey

Lilly Yager

Senior Writers:

Addie Allen

Zoe Chow

Neil Shen

Lilly Yager

COVID-19’S IRANIAN
EFFECT: The novel
coronavirus brought domestic
tensions in Iran under a
spotlight. SEE PAGE 7

INDIA
STRUGGLES TO
CONTAIN VIRUS:
Although India
has been taking
extreme preventative
measures against
COVID-19, the
dense population
of the country
has facilitated
the widespread
transmission of the
virus. SEE PAGE 6

HOW COVID-19 IS
AFFECTING RELIGION:
How COVID-19 affects the
practices of various faiths
during April, a month that
contains several important
festivals for various religions.
see page 9

DIGITAL TRACKING OF
COVID-19: To combat the
outbreak of COVID-19, many
East Asian countries have
employed the use of governmentcontrolled digital tracking,
specifically for individuals in
quarantine. see page 11

COVID-19
RESPONSES IN
KOREA AND
CHINA: A look
into two eastern
Asian countries’
responses to the
coronavirus. SEE
PAGE 3

NEW ZEALAND’S
PREEMPTIVE
LOCKDOWN: New
Zealand is currently in a
full lockdown to contain the
COVID-19 virus. SEE PAGE 6

THURSDAY, April 16, 2020

Place-based | 3

PLACE-BASED
COMPARING COVID-19 RESPONSES
ADOPTED BY KOREA AND CHINA

By Neil Shen

A

s COVID-19 continues
to spread at an alarming
rate across much of Europe and North America, it may
seem only a matter of time before the virus completely overwhelms health systems. In this
chaotic time, it is worth taking
a look back at China and Korea
for guidance—both to see how
they dealt with the coronavirus and to see where they could
have improved. Although the
Chinese province of Hubei was
the initial epicenter of the outbreak, it bears mentioning that
only 14,000 cases outside of the
province were ever detected; by
contrast, the US had seen more
than 533,000 cases by April 12.
Similarly, though Korean medical workers identified more than
900 victims in a single day at
the end of February, infection
rates quickly fell off within the
ensuing weeks. So how, despite
having had exposure to the virus
for so much longer, have the two
countries been able to minimize
their infection rates?
Amongst the countries who
have been affected by COVID-19,
Korea stands out in particular
for its lack of lockdowns. Even
at the peak of the epidemic, no
travel bans were enforced inside
the country. Rather, it prioritized testing potential citizens
at risk of contracting the coronavirus. According to its national reports, by March 19 South
Korea had tested roughly 5000
citizens out of every million;
by contrast, American had only
tested 100 citizens per million.
This allowed the medical system to preemptively quarantine
those who had come into contact with coronavirus victims,
rather than enforcing city-wide

Photo by Robert wei / shutterstock.com

Passengers riding a crowded subway in Shanghai in mid-January wear masks to protect themselves from the rapidly spreading COVID-19.

lockdowns that citizens might
be less likely to obey. This was
certainly reflected in the demographic of its patients. Compared with Italy, who saw a mere
3.7% of patients fall into the
20-29 age range, nearly 30% of
Korean coronavirus victims were
aged 20-29. Since younger people with COVID-19 typically
do not exhibit the same serious
symptoms that older victims do,
this points to South Korea’s success with testing. In identifying
younger asymptomatic carriers
of the virus, Korea was able to
minimize the virus’ transmission
to more vulnerable groups such
as the elderly.
This is not to say, of course,
that complete lockdowns are ineffective. On the contrary, they
have been extremely successful
in China, whose health system

was initially overwhelmed by
COVID-19. Perhaps because officials neglected to report on the
virus until an outbreak occurred,
local hospitals in Hubei were
overrun with patients and medical staff were unable to respond
to every potential case. As such,
the central government decided
to implement a complete quarantine on the cities around the
epicenter of the outbreak. As the
pandemic continued to spread,
citizens around the country were
ordered to stay indoors. Thanks
to the prevalence of food delivery in China, those who found
themselves stuck within the
homes were able to order everything from takeout to cooking
supplies at the click of a button.
This minimized person-to-person contact throughout the nation and allowed medical staff

to focus on treating existing
patients rather than attempt to
persuade civilians to stay indoors.
China and Korea serve as excellent examples for countries
currently ravaged by COVID-19
to follow. Although China’s surveillance-heavy approach was
more authoritarian and forceful
than that of Korea, quarantine
proved an effective substitute for
the lack of testing. Now that the
initial period has passed and the
number of cases continue to increase at an exponential amount,
the time for advance testing and
contact-tracing may have already
passed. Should countries like the
US and Spain hope to contain
COVID-19, they may have to
resort to the same measures they
branded as “draconian” just a few
weeks prior.

ting down, which spread the
disease further into the country.
Medical response protocol also
varied by region, resulting in the
stark contrast between neighboring areas. Take the neighboring regions Lombardy and Veneto, where the death rates stand at
17.6 and 5.6 percent respectively
due to different medical practices, including increased testing.
With all of these precedents,
the question of how the US is
responding remains. As far as
testing, the cornerstone of China’s overall successful response,
the US is still falling behind in
accessibility. As of March 10,
the CDC had reported approximately 8,500 tests, and while
South Korea managed to test
almost 10,000 people a day, the
US was performing manual testing at the rate of 40 to 60 tests

a day.Testing has improved since
then, with private companies
helping to process thousands of
tests every day, although the nation is now facing a shortage of
testing supplies such as swabs
and chemicals, especially in the
hardest-hit parts of the country.
The US government followed Italy ’s lead in a gradual lockdown,
leaving the decision at the state
level instead of a national order.
As far as medical response, the
US has followed suit with other countries, establishing drivethrough testing and hospital
tents and working to help cover
healthcare costs. Currently, the
United States leads the world’s
number of infections with over
533,000 people infected as of
April 12.

CHINA AND ITALY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I

I

taly has been hit particularly
hard by COVID-19, considered to be Europe’s epicenter
of infection. When the virus’s
presence was first discovered in
Italy, it took little more than a
month for the disease to devastate the country. Italian officials say it was easy to view the
dire conditions that developed
in China as nothing more than
a far separate issue; something
that happened there but will
never happen here. In the beginning, officials downplayed the
severity of the situation, creating
a false sense of safety amongst
citizens by assuring that the
high infection count was merely the result of aggressive testing
of asymptomatic people. WHO
board member Walter Ricciardi defended the Italian government, saying, “[i]t is not easy in

a liberal democracy.”
There are many lessons to be
learned from Italy’s experience
in fighting the disease. Chief
among them is the importance
of a united course of action,
perhaps the most significant
issue in Italy. While the number of infections increased day
by day, tourist attractions remained in operation, and the
mayor of Milan advertised the
“Milan Doesn’t Stop” campaign
of keeping bars open. Confirmation bias, the inclination of humans to believe the information
we find more appealing, ruled.
Additionally, Italy found itself
rushing to mediate the virus
instead of working to prevent
it due to its gradual lockdown
strategy. By locking down some
regions and not others, people
evacuated areas that were shut-
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COMFORT OVER CONTAINMENT:
BY Zoe Chow

I

SWEDEN’S RELAXED RESPONSE
TO COVID-19

n light of the COVID-19
pandemic, countries all over
the world have taken measures to prevent the spread of
the virus. Many have implemented strict guidelines on their
citizens, banning large gatherings of people and enforcing social isolation. Heavy restrictions
have been placed on traveling,
limiting transportation unless
it is absolutely necessary. Many
countries have even adopted lockdown measures to keep
the virus from spreading. Sweden’s approach to handling the
COVID-19 outbreak, however,
sticks out from the norm. Their
laidback response, inconsistent
with the recommended guidelines set forth by the World
Health Organisation ( WHO),
has raised controversy and criticism from other European countries and the world. However,
due to recent events, Sweden’s
authorities are starting to rethink their strategy, as statistics
indicate a rising death rate from
COVID-19.
Compared to other countries,
Sweden’s initial response to the
pandemic seemed to prioritize comfort over containment.
While the country has taken
action by isolating its elderly
population, closing schools for
students over 16 years old, and
banning large gatherings of 500

or more people, everything else
has mostly remained unchanged.
Restaurants are still open, public
transport is in service, and people are out on the streets carrying on with their daily lives. The
country’s Prime Minister, Stefan
Löfven, states that he has faith
in the citizens of Sweden, trusting that they will use their common sense to help the country
get through the pandemic. The
country’s officials have also argued that their soft approach in
handling the virus favors a strategy of mitigation: allowing the
virus to spread slowly instead
of suddenly to prevent hospitals
from being overwhelmed. Sweden’s chief epidemiologist, Anders Tegnell, explained that the
goal is to “flatten the curve”, controlling the influx of COVID-19
cases and hence making medical
equipment more available for
those who need it. Tegnell mentioned that it is essential for part
of the population to develop immunity to the virus, but denied
trying to create “herd immunity,”
a strategy first put into motion by
the UK and the Netherlands before rising death tolls forced the
two countries to change course.
Löfven stated that he believed
the COVID-19 crisis would only
span a few weeks, and that the
outbreak would eventually be
averted. But recently, Sweden
saw an increase in deaths caused
by COVID-19, reporting up to

401 deaths last Sunday, an 8%
increase from last Saturday and
overtaking Denmark, Finland,
and Norway combined in total
coronavirus deaths.
The rising death rates have
Swedish officials rethinking
their strategy. Löfven admits
that the crisis would probably
last months, and is pushing for
sterner measures to be implemented in order to fight the
virus. However, his proposal to
bypass parliament to implement
these measures was turned down
after receiving criticism both internationally and nationally for
putting the lives of the Swedish citizens at risk. Critics argue
that it would be impossible for
Sweden to contain the virus if
all of its citizens are potentially
asymptomatic, walking around
spreading the disease to others. Sweden has recognised the
dangers, and has taken action
by lowering the limit on public
gatherings from 500 to 50 people, limiting travel within the
country, and encouraging social
isolation. Löfven has pushed
for more powers to help update
Sweden’s containment status and
implement a lockdown.
Despite the widely received
backlash, some argue that Sweden’s original strategy has the
means to maintain the country ’s
economic vitality. Emma Frans,
a doctor at Sweden’s Karolinska
Institute, confirms that the goal

February 26, 2020: The Swedish Minister for EU Affairs, Hans Dahlgren, sits down with ECDC experts.

of the response was to “implement [measures] that you can
practice for a long time.” Tegnell
also supports this claim, stating that going into a complete
lockdown for an undetermined
amount of time would leave people unemployed, making it hard
for those people to get by. Not
everyone can afford to work
from home, and Sweden’s political leaders took that into consideration. The initial response was
meant to isolate only those who
were most prone to the virus,
while the rest continued contributing to the money flow. Theoretically speaking, implementing
this strategy would make it so
that when the pandemic eventually subsides, Sweden will not
have to rebuild its economy. The
COVID-19 pandemic is leaving a devastating impact on the
global economy; most countries
will have to rebuild themselves
until the health of the economy
is restored.
With death rates steadily rising, Sweden has abandoned its
initial strategy in hopes of better
containing the rapidly spreading
virus. While its original plan focused on the future and avoiding
economic ruin, the results will
only be short term, as there will
be no future for Sweden if the
COVID-19 pandemic gets them
first.

wikimedia.org

THURSDAY, April 16, 2020

Place-based | 5

HUNGARIAN PM VIKTOR ORBAN IS
GRANTED AN INDEFINITE RULE BY DECREE

BY Amber Ting

O

n Monday, March 30th,
Hungary’s
Parliament
passed a bill to allow Prime
Minister Viktor Orban an indefinite rule by decree in response
to the coronavirus pandemic.
From an authoritarian country,
the move was a rather blatant
power grab meant to prolong the
rule of a man who’s been in power since 2010. Its repercussions,
however, will extend far beyond
Hungary to create shockwaves
throughout the European political scene.
According to John Hopkins
University, which tracks global
coronavirus cases in real-time
using different sources, there
are currently 1410 cases and 99
deaths in Hungary. As a comparison, Hungary’s European
neighbors to the west, Spain
and Italy, both individually have
more than 100,000 cases and at
least 10,00 deaths. None of these
countries have passed anything
remotely similar to the Hungarian Assembly ’s new bill. Regardless, though, Orban’s right-wing
Fidesz party holds a two-thirds
supermajority in Parliament, so

Viktor Orbán addressing the House of Commons.

137 out of 199 members voted in
favor of it on Monday.
Orban has now been granted
emergency powers that include
the suspension of Parliament.
His government has been allowed to stop enforcing certain
aspects of the law, and individuals who publish anything government officials deem untrue
can face up to five years of jail
time. Most importantly, though,
no elections or referendums can
be held and the bill cannot be reversed until another two-thirds
vote passes and Orban himself
delivers a presidential signature.
Perhaps the measure serves to
override parliamentary procedures that unnecessarily extend
the decision-making process for
the coronavirus pandemic. In
multiple statements, government
officials have claimed that Orban’s primary concern is the protection of human lives. However,
a closer examination of some of
Orban’s edicts, passed after Hungary’s parliamentary bill, reveal
a self-serving or conservative
agenda more than they do any
coherent government strategy to
tackle the coronavirus pandemic.

SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

As case in point, legislation has
called for construction of museums at the expensee of national
parks and a ban on sex changes.
This is not the first time Orban administration has capitalized upon crises for political
gain. Since 2015, for example,
the Hungarian government has
repeatedly declared states of
emergency for the European refugee crisis. Most refugees either
avoid or only pass through Hungary, but, even today, the country still operates under a state of
emergency that grants administration officials usually inaccessible powers that include using
the Hungarian military to support border patrols and police
dealings with refugees. A similar
pattern exists for the Hungarian
response to European terrorist
incidents.
The most recent bill also does
not mark the first time Orban
and his Fidesz party has restricted free speech. Heavy censoring
of newspapers and journalism
can be expected in the coming
days. Most of Hungary ’s daily
news outlets already operate under the state-owned Central European Press and Media Foundation. In 2016, the shut-down and
partial acquisition of leading
opposition paper Nepszabadsag
by one of Orban’s public allies,
Lorinc Meszaros, made headlines. In 2018, at least 500 more
media outlets established ties to
the Orban administration.
All things considered, Hungary’s been building up to an
authoritarian measure like its
newest bill for a while. The EU
has been relatively uninvolved in
the nation’s actions as it moved
towards authoritarianism. The
EU has already been struggling
to re-define itself as a political
entity after Brexit. Coronavirus
already put negotiations with
United Kingdom Prime Minister Boris Johnson on pause. Fur-

ther questions about the bloc’s
legitimacy are surfacing as no
coherent European strategy can
be observed, even more than two
months after the first coronavirus case appeared in Europe.
Countries like Sweden defy
lockdown patterns as leaders in
the EU argue over relief bills or
“indecently ideological” borrowing practices while the rest of the
world looks on in puzzlement.
If the EU ignores the Fidesz
party’s latest totalitarian measures, they ’ ll be writing a blank
check for authoritarianism and
signing away what ’s left of EU
legitimacy. The Union’s Charter of Fundamental Rights is
supposed to guarantee citizens
“civil, political, economic, social
and cultural rights.” Democracy begins with the right to vote,
but—if nothing else—Hungary ’s
newest bill posits itself fundamentally against choice.
Officials from the Council of
Europe, the European Parliament, and the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in
Europe have all criticized the
bill. But the EU has done little
else against Hungary, aside from
starting the Article 7 Proceedings to deal with a country that
breaches the bloc’s core values.
Notably, the Article, which requires a unanimous vote, has
been used against Poland and
Hungary in the past, and the two
countries are widely expected to
veto for one another.
We are currently undergoing
the worst public health crisis of
our generation. More than anything, we need from our governments a commitment to better
health care systems and transparency. Orban is currently using the virus as a means to implement further authoritarian
ideology throughout Hungary,
taking advantage of his citizens’
vulnerability during this time of
uncertainty.

SOUTH AMERICA'S CHAOTIC PANDEMIC RESPONSE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I

Internationally, Brazil maintains
that ventilator shortages have exacerbated its lagging response to
the pandemic, a shortage that has
forced the country to request the
bulk purchase of medical equipment from China. Yet, its inadequate response is also marred by
political irresponsibility. Although
more than 1200 people have already
died since the country’s first case in
February, Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro continues to dismiss the
virus, calling it a “little flu” as recently as March 30. While Brazilian ministers, congressional leaders,
and governors have opposed Bolsonaro in his inadequate response
to the virus, the Brazilian president
is not alone in his political folly. On
April 6, Brazilian Education Minister Abraham Weintrab called the
pandemic a Chinese “plan for world
domination” in a tweet that referred
to his country as “BLazil,” mocking
the Chinese accent. Amidst Brazil’s
struggling pandemic response, the
country’s brash, dismissive leader-

ship has reared its ugly face.
Chile, whose infection numbers
rank second among South American
countries, has also posted a muted
response. While April 8th saw governmental mandates requiring protective face wear on all public and
private transportation, the country
has yet to implement a national
quarantine, a measure taken by most
of its South American counterparts.
Only senior nursing facilities and
six municipalities in Santiago, the
country ’s capital city, have been issued quarantines to date. Outside
of such limited measures, a national
curfew from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. is the
country ’s chief effort to quell civilian interaction. Though this curfew
has been in effect since March 22,
it has produced no noticeable mitigation of infection numbers—as of
April 8, the country has recorded
over 5,500 cases, more than a thousand more than any South American nation outside Brazil.
Lower infection rates, however,
do not exempt nations from pandemic-related troubles. Despite
posting comparatively optimistic

numbers—just over 100 infections
and 5 deaths to date—Paraguay has
seen its own share of political controversy. On April 1, Senator María
Bajac attended a legislative session
after testing positive for the virus,
triggering a suspension of Congress
until April 13 at a time when legislation remains critical to executing an adequate response. Just days
later, Congressman Edgar Oritz
was indicted for attempting to travel between cities, a violation of the
national quarantine in effect until
mid-April. More than punishments
for moral irresponsibility, their indictments are stark reminders of the
intrusive limitations required of an
adequate pandemic response.
Perhaps most saddening, however,
is an unglamorous truth: the pandemic has left some South American countries scrambling to tackle the destruction wrought by the
virus. Overwhelmed with the sick,
health and security forces in Guayaquil, Ecuador have failed to collect
the bodies of those taken by the virus. The result is a chilling scene:
corpses in the streets deposited

haphazardly with little more than a
plastic sheet covering them—painfully visible reminders of an invisible enemy.
Across the rest of South America,
coronavirus responses remain extensive in an effort to avoid the breaking point experienced by the likes of
Guayaquil. A flurry of closed borders and travel restrictions starting
in mid-March has ground non-essential travel to a halt. Almost all
countries have imposed mandatory
quarantines until mid-April, and
some have closed educational institutions indefinitely. Despite this,
daily death tolls continue to climb
by the thousands.
Unfortunately, the worst is yet to
come. With rhetoric ranging from
“State of Exception” to “State of Catastrophe,” countries across South
America have prepared to hunker
down for worsening numbers and
declining national morale alike. The
continent, like the rest of the world,
is far from containing the pandemic that has quickly evolved into the
disaster of a generation.
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INDIA: A TICKING TIME BOMB

BY ESHWAR VENKATASWAMY

I

ndia is currently far behind
the United States and China in the number of citizens
reportedly tested positive for
the coronavirus. Although mass
gatherings have been called off,
social distancing is difficult for
the densely populated country.
Streets are currently crowded,
and markets are still flooded in
the region of Dharavi. Similarly, an annual religious festival
during the spring, Ram Navani,
brings hundreds of thousands
of Hindus to the mythological
Rama’s birthplace, Ayodhya. It
has been canceled, but experts
predict that there will likely be
many small gatherings to celebrate the event. More so, experts
believe that the reason India has
had such a low case rate for coronavirus is because the country
is missing “vast numbers of asymptomatic infections,” which is
worsened by India’s weak public
health system and the prevalence
of other respiratory illnesses like
tuberculosis.
In the state of Kerala, hundreds
of Hindus took part in a large
religious procession even while
the stay-at-home orders were set
in place by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The lack of consideration given to the government
order may soon put India in danger of medical collapse. There is
only one hospital bed for every
two thousand people, and as
more and more citizens become
infected with the coronavirus,
there will be a shortage of medical equipment and even doc-

tors. Another problem is India’s
dense population. Dharavi, “one
of Asia’s largest slums,” is a town
that has a population density of
270,000 people per square kilometer, making social distancing
impracticable. According to the
World Economic Forum, this is
“fertile ground” for the spread
of the coronavirus. Additionally,
the large population has made it
difficult for government officials
to regulate strict stay-at-home
policies.
Indian officials have been
working overtime to ensure
coronavirus prevention. Their
primary focus has been screening international travelers at
airports. However, the vast majority of people screened showed
no visible symptoms and did not
undergo tests. Several asymptomatic patients passed medical
inspection and had contact with
many other people, before they
officially tested positive for the
virus. The spread of misinformation by citizens has also made
it more difficult to keep such a
populous country safe from the
virus. Some legislators assert
that urine and cow dung heals
the coronavirus without any scientific reasoning while, in Sri
Lanka, a post became popular on
Facebook showing an improper
way to wear a mask.
However, considering the low
numbers of coronavirus patients,
it seems that India has been faring well at the moment as compared with the rest of the world,
including especially developed
countries like the United Kingdom and the United States with

much better healthcare systems.
Why is this the case? One possibility is due to millions of citizens growing up in India who
have been vaccinated with BCG,
an affordable and accessible cure
for tuberculosis. A recent study
done by researchers from the
New York Institute of Technology examined the global spread of
COVID-19, comparing it with
the world BCG Atlas (which
contains data on countries with
BCG vaccine coverage). They
came to a significant conclusion: countries with a “policy for
universal BCG vaccination had
a lower number of cases” than
countries like the United States,
where the vaccine was discontinued after the tuberculosis incident ended. The researchers also
claim that the vaccine provides
immunity against many other respiratory illnesses and scientists

have since tried to assess the “extent of immunity it can provide
against the novel coronavirus”.
Although it may be possible
that the coronavirus will spread
at a similar rate in India as in
countries like Italy due to its
dense population and difficulty enforcing strict regulations,
nothing of the sort has happened
yet. This could be due to one of
two things: India has underreported the asymptomatic cases
which are challenging to find or
India has mitigated infections
through its tight airport security and mandatory BCG vaccinations. Nevertheless, the least
that the coronavirus has been is
predictable, so the Indian government and healthcare system
may have to prepare itself for a
possible national emergency due
to its lack of medical resources
for 1.3 billion people.

NEW ZEALAND ENTERS LOCKDOWN
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS FEARS

case, who was a traveler from
Iran. In comparison, Italy, which
ew Zealand is currently shut itself down on March 7,
in a full lockdown to con- but only after thousands had altain the COVID-19 virus. ready contracted the virus, has
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern now reported 152,271 cases and
shut down the country on March 19,468 deaths by April 12. The
25, when New Zealand had only United States, the country with
205 reported cases, in a move to the most coronavirus cases in the
prevent the exponential growth world with 528,301 on April 12
patterns that are currently tak- and which had its first reported
ing place across the world. The case on January 21, has not denation closed itself down only clared a national lockdown. New
25 days after reporting its first Zealand’s lockdown strategy has

BY Will Sheehy
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Coronavirus or Covid-19 in India, sample blood tube in hand with Indian flag on background.
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Berlin, Germany. 2018-04-17: Prime Minister of New Zealand, Jacinda Kate Laurell Ardern,
answering questions at the press conference at the German Chancellery in Berlin

been successful, with there being
only 1,330 confirmed and probable cases and 4 deaths as of April
12.
The New Zealand lockdown
requires the closure of all nonessential businesses and several
restrictions have been placed on
people’s freedom of movement.
These restrictions, including
maintaining a six-foot distance
from others, are enforced by the
police.
Prime Minister Ardern, using
Google data, reported that recreational movement and visits to
parks and essential services have
significantly tapered off since
the lockdown. Ardern said that
she was proud of the results, and
that “going hard and going early appears to be paying off for
[New Zealand].” A government
model showed that due to the
lockdown, the country has only
one-fourth of the cases it otherwise would have had without
one.
The country of only five million
has also set itself up for success
with its ability to administer
tests to all who need one. Access
to tests played an essential role
in South Korea in slowing down
the virus, by being able to identify and isolate cases quickly.
On top of the lockdown, some

New Zealand citizens are taking
further measures to reduce coronavirus cases. Outside of a city
called Gisborne on the east coast
of the North Island, locals have
set up their own checkpoints
to not allow people to pass
through. Although it is illegal,
the still-continuing method has
helped to limit the city of 36,000
to only one reported case.
In regards to the economic effect of the lockdown, New Zealand passed a 12.1 billion NZD
($7.36 billion USD) economic
relief package, aimed at supporting workers and businesses
affected by the shutdown. The
deal does not cover most people’s full salaries and will have a
large impact on the lower class;
however, it will certainly ease
the economic pains of the coronavirus.
With recent success, including
more people having recovered
from the virus in the last day
than new cases reported, Prime
Minister Ardern has been called
upon by some to reopen the nation for Easter. The lockdown,
when announced, was set to last
four weeks. The Prime Minister
will announce soon whether the
lockdown will continue longer
than expected, or if she will reopen the country.
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CORONAVIRUS SHEDS LIGHT
ON FRICTION IN IRAN

Amin Yari / wikimedia.org

Azadi Tower lights in support of China against coronavirus.
BY JAKE DIADAMO

A

month ago, when the coronavirus was still an abstract
phenomenon
for
most
Americans, Iran was in the middle of one of the worst outbreaks
of the virus outside of China. In
February, when China was experiencing untold levels of devastation, the Iranian government did
not prevent travel between the
two countries, seemingly to protect their diplomatic relationship. The first official acknowledgement of the virus was on
February 19th, when two deaths
were reported. Iran is unique in
reporting a death from the virus before an infection. Four
days earlier, religious Supreme
Leader, Ali Khamenei, was not
kissed on the hand by a group
of eulogists, a clear indication of
some form of “social distancing.”
Medical experts suggest that before the first official mention of
the coronavirus in Iran, the virus
was already rampant and that the
government did little to warn its
citizens about the threat.
In March, there were reports
of mass burials and dozens of
senior government officials dying. Due to the insular nature of
the country, it was difficult for
foreigners to ascertain the extent
of the crisis; some said that Iran

was falling apart.
For the past year, the Iranian
economy has been on its knees,
forced into a devastating recession by economic sanctions imposed by the Trump administration. Their GDP is currently
contracting at 9.5% annually.
Inflation is at 40%, with unemployment close to 25%. Many
Iranians are finding it increasingly difficult to maintain access
to basic necessities. With the
coronavirus causing an enormous
halt in economies worldwide,
Iranian citizens are finding it
even harder to make ends meet.
This is only further increasing
the dissatisfaction with those in
power that many young Iranians
feel. This all seems to be part of
an American strategy to ravage
Iran without a single boot on the
ground, and it seems to be working.
The coronavirus has not produced new friction in Iran but
rather shed light on the division
within the country. President
Hassan Rouhani initially reacted to the virus with arrogance,
seeming to think a disaster in
Iran was impossible. In early
February, he suggested Iran may
soon provide ventilator masks
to China. He is facing mounting criticism for his apparent

ineptness in containing the virus. He has responded by placing
the blame on the United States.
According to Rouhani, the reason the government took so long
to shut down cities was due to
a nonexistent economic buffer
that could not withstand a mass
shutdown. Khamenei has consistently sought to undermine Rouhani, who is labeled a reformist.
In 2017 Khamenei backed Rouhani’s opponent in his reelection
bid. Many citizens are now calling for Khamenei to use the Islamic revolutionary guard (widely disliked for violently breaking
up protests in the recent past) to
forcefully maintain a nationwide
shutdown.
The Supreme leader is a lifelong
position whereas the President
must seek reelection after four
years and may do so only once.
Unlike most Presidential offices,
the President still must answer
the Supreme Leader who is the
real head of state. The President
must be approved by the Supreme
Leader and can be dismissed by
him at any point. It is not uncommon for the President to issue a decree and for the Supreme
Leader to disregard him entirely.
Ali Khamenei has been the Supreme Leader of Iran since 1989,
the second since the revolution.

He served as the President from
1981 until then.
While Rouhani has placed
blame on the US and tried to
save face and Khamenei seeks
to undermine him, the people of
Iran have taken action. In Tehran, masses of people attempted
to set up blockades to prevent
people from leaving the city and
spreading the disease further.
While they could not prevent
the eventual spread, actions like
this suggest that Iran’s youth is
far more in touch with the problems facing the country than the
leadership, caught in a battle for
supremacy.
Crises like the coronavirus
pandemic exasperate preexisting
dilemmas. Iran is an unstable
country growing more unstable.
Rivalry between the Supreme
Leader and President are not
new but have rather existed for
the majority of the current government ’s history. Likewise, the
citizenry of Iran have been fed
up with the oppressive rulers of
the country for an equal amount
of time. As previously stable
countries descend further towards chaos, one can only guess
what may happen to a country in
as precarious a state as Iran.
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VARIOUS COUNTRIES’ FISCAL
STIMULUS PACKAGES IN
RESPONSE TO COVID-19

n March 27th, President
Trump signed a historic deal that provided a 2
trillion dollar stimulus package
to jumpstart an American economy reeling from the shocks of
the coronavirus pandemic. This
landmark deal, one of the most
expensive and expansive deals
Congress has ever considered,
comes after receiving bipartisan
support in the House and Senate, with the legislation passing
unanimously in both chambers
earlier that week.
The stimulus is much needed
to relieve the current state of the
economy and address the economic fallout of the pandemic,
with federal estimates placing
the current unemployment rate
during the pandemic as high as
13%. The bill provides funding
for direct payments to households, loans to small businesses
and distressed companies, and
unemployment insurance benefits. The legislation also infuses money into an overwhelmed
healthcare system and local
or state governments in need
of more resources. Many state
governors, including New York
governor Andrew Cuomo, are
calling on the administration
to provide their hospitals with
more supplies like ventilators,

face masks, and gowns.
But the two trillion dollar deal
passed last month has proven
insufficient to support America’s worsening economy and the
steadily rising unemployment
rate. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi emphasized during the initial bill’s hearing in the House
that “this cannot be the final
bill” and outlined issues like
“bigger direct payments, expanded eligibility for family and
medical leave, and more grant
money for states.” Congressional
leaders and Trump are discussing a second assistance package
that could cost up to another 1 trillion dollars. Democrats
are pushing for further relief
measures to help hospitals and
healthcare workers, and Republicans are lobbying for the expansion of the small-business
loan program, among others, but
both parties agree that a second
relief bill is needed.
Italy, the country with the
most COVID-19 related deaths
globally, rolled out its second in
a series of relief plans to help the
nation on March 28th. The strict
government restrictions in Italy
designed to contain the coronavirus have put a massive strain
on the Italian economy, foreboding a deep recession for the
world’s eighth largest GDP that
will send ripple effects across

southern Europe.
Italy’s Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte announced that
the package included 4.3 billion
euros (4.79 billion USD) immediately directed to cities for
distribution to citizens and into
a special fund for "people who
don't have the money to do their
shopping." This set of measures
followed the passage of a larger
25 billion euro stimulus package
earlier in March and anticipates
one of the same size promised
for April. Italy’s Economy Minister Roberto Gualtieri emphasized the need for a “great Marshall Plan” for the reinvigoration
of the European economy as a
whole at the end of the pandemic.
Before the COVID-19 outbreak, China was preparing to
celebrate the impressive feat of
doubling its economy in just
a decade. Now it appears that
the long-awaited goal has been
abruptly deterred, especially
considering the lack of economic stimulus from the government
thus far. Since the initial spread
of the virus from Wuhan in early January, China implemented
a strict lockdown on its citizens
that brought the disease under
control domestically in midMarch--sooner than expected.
The lockdown caused severe
economic damage to China, and

the government, along with the
People’s Bank of China, has been
injecting cash into its financial
system. However, no large-scale
fiscal stimulus package is being
proposed to assist in the recovery for the world’s second largest
economy.
On April 6th, Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe announced
a similar relief package as that
proposed in the United States.
The 1 trillion dollar stimulus
package, the largest ever in Japanese history, is meant to save the
hard-hit economy after a severe
outbreak of COVID-19. The
package equals about 20% of the
nation’s economic output and includes handouts for small businesses and households and offers
businesses deferrals on tax costs.
The second phase of the package
aims for a V-shaped economic
recovery and fiscal support for
the impending recession in Japan.
Countries around the world
affected by the coronavirus are
each implementing plans to rehabilitate their economies after
a long period of quarantine and
economic paralysis. The stimulus bills passed by each country
are investments back into their
own economies, which will be
the answer to keeping families
and businesses afloat during and
after the pandemic.
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An edited image of a $100 bill with Benjamin Franklin wearing a face mask.
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HOW THE GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN IS
BEING AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS

By Quinn Novick

I

n
an
increasingly globalized world,
global supply chains are very
susceptible to breakages. Many
countries, including the United
States, are extremely reliant on
foreign countries for supplies
and resources. Throughout the
past month, the global economy has halted to a virtual standstill. Business has stopped, people have stopped going to work,
and the general economy has
frozen in its tracks. Because of
this, many are rushing to purchase the necessary groceries to
survive: food, water, and other
items that many find as a neces-

MS Maersk Elba container ship.

sity. With the global economy in
a frenzy, the problems involved
with COVID-19 have all but
halted production in factories. In
turn, the supply chain has been
broken at many different parts
of the chain, increasing costs as
a result of supply and demand.
Necessary items such as hand
soap, for example, have seen tariffs as high as 17%, evidence of
the tightly interlocked economy.
The halting of the global supply
chain has severely impacted local businesses. A large multitude
of local shops, restaurants and
businesses that were once able to
provide their services because of
supply chains in the global econ-

Photo by Lukasz Golowanow / shutterstock.com

omy are now unable to function
because of the current global
economic downturn.
Along
with the loss of products along
the supply chain, as many as 450
million workers worldwide have
been exposed to the realities of
COVID-19. For safety reasons,
many of these workers have been
paid a severance from their home
quarters or simply fired for a lack
of business. Either way, the pandemic has severely exposed the
vulnerability of modern supply
lines and how susceptible they
can be to epidemics, blockages,
and universal problems that may
affect the outlook of economic
activity.
In light of this, many have
pondered the idea of localization — production at a more local level rather than globalized
level. Supporting local business
and culture over foreign direct investment and competitive wages overseas, localization
could potentially minimize the
disruption of supply chains. The
theory behind more localized
production is vital in regards to
assuring the steadfast nature of
supply lines, along with boosting economic prosperity in one’s
homeland rather than off-shore.
The longer supply chains in
the status quo are more vulnerable to breakage and disruption. With a notable decrease
in workers in the factories due
to COVID-19 and less workers transporting goods, there is

a shortage of products that can
flow from country to country,
which has significant ripple effects down the line. On the other
hand, if supply chains have much
smaller distances to travel, then
there is an exponentially smaller
window of breakage in the supply line. If products were readily
made in the United States, then
there would be less of a reliance
on foreign countries' chains of
supply, which means a smaller
chance of supply chain disruption, simply because there would
be less places where the supply
chain could be interrupted.
Although localization has its
theoretical benefits, the globalized supply chain has nonetheless benefitted the world during
COVID-19. Modern supply
chains have allowed masks and
respirators to be shared amongst
nations, and the automation of
supply lines, which is immune
to organic diseases, may also be
somewhat immune to a blockage
in worker productivity.
The challenges and impacts of
COVID-19 have undoubtedly
brought the complex system of
globalized supply chains into the
realm of public scrutiny. Whatever the outcome, this is an appropriate time for communities
around the globe to take a step
back and reevaluate the role that
such interconnectedness plays in
our societies, as well as its advantages and disadvantages to
nations across the world.

IS COVID-19 GOD’S WORK? HOW FAITH LEADERS ARE
ADJUSTING TO VIRTUAL COMMUNITY AND ANSWERING
EXISTENTIALIST QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NATURE OF RELIGION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE I

I

n two blog posts and a Bible study guide, Drollinger
blames those who worship
the “religion of environmentalism” and display a “proclivity toward lesbianism and homosexuality” for infiltrating the “high
positions in our government, our
educational system, our media
and our entertainment industry”
and being responsible for “God’s
consequential wrath on our nation,” in the form of COVID-19.
His comments emphasize the
divisiveness around the world
that COVID-19 has brought to
light, as well as people’s tendency to find a scapegoat to blame
the problem on.
COVID-19 has also affected
the traditions of religious faiths,
specifically the proceedings of
burial rituals and other religious
conventions enacted to honor
the deceased. In Israel, family
and friends are unable to offer
their condolences and support to
the bereaved during the shiva, a
week-long mourning period in
the Jewish faith that facilitates
the mourner’s return to a structured daily routine after a death.
Although more liberal rabbis
encourage well-wishers to form
a virtual community of solidar-

ity and guidance, many Orthodox Jews still elect to forgo the
traditional mourner’s prayer, the
kaddish, as it requires the physical presence of at least ten individuals. India’s revised guidelines for disposing the dead
states that funerals must have
less than twenty attendees, a
capacity which restricts the adherents of several faiths in their
ability to have a funeral procession, an element of the burial
process that is commonplace in
South Asia. A majority of the
Hindu families in India are also
unable to use public transportation to move the bodies of the
dead to the Ganges River so that
the bodies could be cremated
and submerged in the waters, an
act that would protect the soul
by augmenting the chance for
salvation.
With dates in April marking
the annual start of many religious festivals, faiths are also
fighting to preserve the integral sense of community at the
heart of celebration by adapting the ancient ceremonies to
the conditions of modern times.
For example, beginning April 8,
families celebrating Passover, a
festival in which members of the
Jewish faith remember how Mo-

ses brought their ancestors from
Egypt to escape the bonds of
slavery, are using the important
Seder meal to teach their children how washing hands safeguards the vitality of themselves
and others. Although Muslims
are unable to go to the mosque
to pray during Ramadan, the
Muslim holy month that begins
on April 23, a team of members
of the younger generation are
distributing recipes, activities,
and fact sheets across the United
Kingdom to provide others with
the chance to engage virtually.
On Palm Sunday, which starts
Catholic Holy Week leading up
to Easter, Pope Francis celebrated Mass inside a near-empty St.
Peter’s Basilica. An event that
has traditionally drawn tens of
thousands of tourists and pilgrims, this year’s Palm Sunday
Mass was held without the public as Italy’s lockdown prevents
public meetings the scale of
which is normal for Holy Week
programming. During the Mass,
the Pope encouraged disciples
to praise the victory of the real
heroes that have emerged during
the crisis, such as the medical staff, and to live vivaciously
by serving others. He also proclaimed the importance of trust-
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Churches around the world cancel Easter
festivities and other religious programming
because of COVID-19.

ing God’s mission by preserving
hope: “Today, in the tragedy of a
pandemic, in the face of the many
false securities that have now
crumbled, in the face of so many
hopes betrayed, in the sense of
abandonment that weighs upon
our hearts, Jesus says to each one
of us: ‘Courage, open your heart
to my love.'”
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COVERING UP:

THE ROLE OF FACE MASKS IN
CONTAINING THE CORONAVIRUS
By Melissa Damasceno

D

uring the early stages of
the novel Coronavirus,
CDC officials and health
workers warned of an unfiltered
mask’s inadequacy at preventing
contamination and discouraged
widespread usage. Instead, they
urged Americans to focus on
other preventative measures: avid
hand washing, avoiding crowded
areas, refraining from traveling,
and, of course, social distancing.
Now, almost a month later, the
CDC has switched their initial
position, and millions of Americans have resorted to extreme
measures to get their hands on
personal protective equipment
(PPE). How did this happen?
What was said early on regarding disposable masks still holds
true; they do not guarantee complete safety from contracting the
virus. Everyday face masks, such
as loose-fitting surgical masks,
are not intended to filter the
microscopic droplets that are
transmitted through hallmark
symptoms of the illness such as
coughs and sneezes. Only respirators, like the 3M N95 respirator or half-mask respirators,
can block out airborne contaminants. However, these types of
masks are not easily accessible
and are reserved for medical
professionals fighting the pandemic on the front line, or for
the immunocompromised.
Despite not being able to
prevent someone from initially
contracting the illness, wearing
more widely-available masks has
proven extremely helpful in mitigating the spread of COVID-19.
Wearing any type of facial barrier, whether it is a disposable
medical mask or a bandana folded over an elastic, can prevent
a contaminated person from
spreading virions to another.
After the initial appearance of
COVID-19, the Czech Republic
imposed strict regulations to alleviate the spread of the disease.
One of these measures required
all ten million residents to wear
masks, homemade or otherwise,
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Group of doctors wearing face masks.

when leaving their homes. The
Czech government has been
heavily criticized for its stringent approach; however, it has
proven effective: the country has
been able to stabilize the number of cases at just under 6,000
as of April 12. If these measures
have been shown to contain the
spread of the virus drastically,
why haven’t other nations followed suit in implementing a
mandatory nationwide mask order?
For many countries, most notably the United States, wearing
face masks in public spaces has
not yet been made compulsory. The Trump administration
has repeatedly been equivocal
on its position regarding face
masks. The government recognizes the importance and benefit of implementing PPE regulations towards the general

“YOU CAN DO IT. YOU DON’T
HAVE TO DO IT...THEY’RE
MAKING A RECOMMENDATION.
IT’S ONLY A RECOMMENDATION,
IT’S VOLUNTARY.”
~ PRESIDENT TRUMP

public, however, fear that making mask-wearing mandatory
would put health care workers
in a dangerous position with the
ever-depleting stock of masks.
In response, the Trump administration has made an agreement
with the American manufacturer 3M to import over 100 million respirators from China and
continue exporting to countries
in need. Despite acknowledging the acute need for covering
your face and mouth, especially
after reports that up to a quarter of cases are asymptomatic,
President Trump expressed that
he would not be practicing the
safety measure due to personal
preference. At a press briefing
earlier this week carrying a nonchalant demeanor, he said, “You
can do it. You don’t have to do it.
I am choosing not to do it. But
some people may want to do it,
and that ’s OK. It may be good.
Probably will — they ’re making
a recommendation. It ’s only a
recommendation. It ’s voluntary.”
Despite confusing and somewhat misleading messages from
the President, Americans have
not shied down from joining the
fight against the onslaught of
the virus. With an ever-increasing death rate and a plethora of
hospitalizations, fashion brands,
nonprofit organizations, and
countless citizens have dedicated their time spent social distancing towards making masks
to protect medical workers,
homeless people, and the immunocompromised. Numerous peo-

ple have been queuing outside
of fabric and craft stores to buy
mask-making supplies, while
countless articles and posts detailing how to create homemade
masks are circulating social media. Some states and cities are
starting to impose their own
regulations regarding PPE and
incentivizing people to avoid
going out in public without a
mask.
Although these efforts have
helped regulate the spread of
the virus and keep populations
safe, they have begun taking a
toll on the environment. Even
though the CDC still strongly
advises that people continue to
practice social distancing, many
have started to put their faith
in masks and gone against recommendations to remain inside.
With the rapidly increasing usage of disposable masks, gloves,
and other personal protective
equipment, streets, parks, landfills, and grocery store parking
lots are slowly being populated
by used gear. Most masks are not
made of biodegradable material,
and can quickly begin to make
their ways into waterways and
harm animal populations. Additionally, the inevitable need to
clean up littered medical waste
puts essential workers in even
greater danger. While it is vital
for people to play their part in
aiding public health, it is just as
important for the public to be
mindful of the environment and
considerate towards those on the
front lines.
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EYES EVERYWHERE:

EAST ASIA’S USE OF DIGITAL TRACKING
IN CONTAINING COVID-19

By Tyler Wei

S

ince the turn of the century,
many East Asian countries
have had experience in fighting a virus outbreak, such as severe acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS), Middle East respiratory
syndrome (MERS), and dengue
virus (DENV ). Hubs such as
Hong Kong were hit particularly hard by SARS and as a result,
government officials have been
wary not to repeat the same mistakes of insufficient testing, late
containment, and a lack of transparency. With the COVID-19
pandemic spreading around the
world, officials have another
tool to utilize that was not as
available a decade ago: digital
media. As many East Asian governments already have measures
in place to promote cleanliness
and spread information campaigns about viruses — such as
Singapore in the case of the dengue fever — officials have not
failed to use smartphones to enforce strict measures to contain
COVID-19. Most importantly,
although these programs can be
viewed as an invasion of privacy,
they have mostly worked as East
Asia, once the epicenter of the
outbreak, has presently successfully “flattened the curve”.
In addition to widespread free
testing, many East Asian nations
have put an emphasis on tracking where certain individuals
have traveled recently and who
they were in contact with. In
South Korea, officials are using
measures put in place during the
2015 MERS outbreak, such as
security camera footage, credit
card records, and GPS from cars
and even smartphones, to track
where a person may have gone
and who they may have been in
contact with if they later tested
positive. Furthermore, officials
are able to send alerts to smartphones if there is a coronavirus
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To counter the spread of COVID-19, many East Asian states have employed government-regulated digital tracking of those potentially ill or under
quarantine.

case in their
district; some websites and
smartphone apps can even detail
a timeline of a confirmed case,
showing the places they went
with their corresponding times.
Similar to Korea, Singapore also
has a strong system in place to
allow officials to track individuals by accessing personal information.
East Asian governments have
also put similar protocols in place
to digitally track those in quarantine. For those quarantined in
Singapore, Korea, and Taiwan,
they must download an app that
tracks them and alerts officials if
they breach the quarantine. Furthermore, if an individual were to
turn off their location tracking,
the police would have the right
to visit their house and check up
on them to make sure they are
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New type coronavirus COVID-19 pneumonia in Wuhan has been spreading into many cities in
China. People wearing surgical mask sitting in subway in China

following quarantine rules. In
Hong Kong, anyone, including
non-residents, who has recently
returned from travel must wear a
wristband that tracks their location. Having to walk to all corners of their house so the software recognizes the parameters,
they are not allowed to leave
under any circumstances and are
required to use food delivery for
groceries or take-out. In China,
the origin of the outbreak, those
who have arrived from overseas
must stay in government-sanctioned hotels for 14 days. For
those traveling within China either by train or plane, they must
have an app where they fill out
information that is shared with
authorities. For example, in the
province of Yunnan, when people go out to restaurants or other
hubs, they must scan a QR code
so that if they come into contact
with an infected person, officials
can quickly inform them of such.
And in Zhejiang province, users
of Alipay, an online payment
platform established byAlibaba, can fill out a form with their
travel history and are given a
green code which allows them to
move around freely, or a red/yellow code which means they have
to quarantine for 14 days.
Unsurprisingly, as East Asian
officials have enacted strict regulations for containing the virus,
they have not been reluctant in
enforcing these laws and punishing those that do not abide by
them. In Hong Kong, those who
are found giving false information to the government can be
fined up to $5000 HKD ($644)
and can be given a prison sentence of up to 6 months. In Singapore, a couple was charged in
court for lying about their trav-

els and where they had been and
a permanent resident had their
status revoked because they were
caught leaving their quarantine.
And in China, a Chinese-Australian woman caused a social
media outrage, was fired from
her job, and was forced to leave
the country for jogging outside
whilst under quarantine. Although enacting strict penalizations for those who do not comply with quarantining measures
slows the spread of the virus, it
leaves little room for discussion
for those who may not consent
or agree with such use of digital
tracking.
These strict measures only
work because of two factors
present in East Asia. First, a
governmental will to enact laws
quickly while the virus is able to
be contained. Second, a public
trust of the government in the
handling of the virus and their
personal information. Particularly, that second prerequisite is
not present in Western countries
where skepticism of the government is prevalent. All in all,
one of the principal grounds for
why East Asia has been able to
combat this virus so effectively
by using digital tracking is a prioritization of safety and health
over privacy, an ethos not nearly
as present in Western countries.
Some Western countries, such as
France, have been eager to learn
about how exactly, in particular,
Korea handled the virus. However, the West, and in particular the United States, is going
to have to make a decision on
whether it is willing to sacrifice
much-valued personal liberties
in exchange for a less devastating outcome from the virus.

