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SURVIVORS AND WORLD LEADERS HONOR THE 75TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION OF AUSCHWITZ AS
WORLDWIDE ANTI-SEMITIC VIOLENCE INCREASES
By Sophia Hlavaty

W

earing scarves displaying the same
prisoner number
tattooed on their arms, the
last remaining eyewitnesses who can testify to the
crimes of the Holocaust
slowly made their way to
the site where more than
one million Jews lost their
lives. Accompanying the
Holocaust survivors, presidents, prime ministers
and royalty from around
the world congregated at
the Auschwitz Memorial
on January 27, International Holocaust Remem-

brance Day, to commemorate the 75th anniversary
of the liberation of Auschwitz. Amid a recent resurgence of anti-Semitic
sentiments and violence,
leaders warned against
the burgeoning collective
ambivalence towards the
distorition of historical
memory.
Located in southern Poland, Auschwitz opened in
1940 and became the largest of the Nazi concentration and death camps.
In such camps, Adolf
Hitler aimed to miti-

gate his “Jewish problem”
through a plan to eliminate all Jewish people,
artists, educators, Romas,
homosexuals, and handicapped who were deemed
incompatible with the
Aryan race and his vision
for Germany ’s national
identity. Undesirables of
the Nazi state were murdered in gas chambers or
exploited as laborers or
patients for Josef Mengele’s heinous medical experiments. Upon hearing word that the Soviet
army was approaching in

January of 1945, Nazi
officials ordered 60,000
Auschwitz prisoners to
march through the snow
and inclement weather to
camps further west. When
Soviet troops arrived at
Auschwitz on January 27,
there were around 7,000
survivors left, many emaciated and near piles of
corpses or confiscated
belongings - evanescent
echoes of the captives and
one million victims who
died.
CONtINUED as “75th
Anniversary of the Liberation
of Auschwitz” ON PAGE 3
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A large screen at a shopping district in Chengdu, Sichuan broadcasts
news urging people not to go to Wuhan due to coronavirus.

n the cusp of 2020,
the world eagerly looked toward
the Summer Olympics, a
NASA mission to Mars,
and even more self driving
cars. What caught us by
surprise was a very different headline: a coronavirus
pandemic spreading across
multiple continents. Novel coronavirus (nCoV ) is a
zoonotic strain of coronavirus, meaning it is transmitted between animals
and humans. The coronavirus has spread globally from its epicenter in
Wuhan, China and it was

estimated on February 8th
that 724 people have died,
with nearly 35,000 people
infected globally. As it was
recently declared a global
health emergency by the
World Health Organization, the virus is the focus of the scientific community. While scientists
and medical health professionals are tasked with
fighting the virus itself,
the world’s economists are
looking at impacts beyond
the physical.
CONtINUED as “Economic Impact
of the Coronavirus” ON PAGE 3
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RUSSIAN CONSTITUTIONAL
CHANGES
By JAKE DIADAMO

O

n January 15th, multiple
key figures in Vladimir
Putin’s cabinet resigned
following proposed changes to
the constitution. The changes
entail expanding the power of
the Prime Minister, Parliament,
as well the State Council, which
currently serves as an Executive
advisory board with no substantial power. By bolstering other branches of the government,
the amendments will lower Executive influence. The Cabinet
resignations do not represent
factional dissent and have been
described by those involved as
helping ease the process of constitutional change. In 2024, Putin will reach the limit of consecutive presidential terms for the
second time. Despite uncertainty over the specifics of his intentions, there is nearly universal
agreement that he is laying the
groundwork to remain in control
of the country after 2024.
Putin has previously pursued
ways to remain in power. In
2008, after serving two terms
as the President of Russia, Putin was prevented by the Russian
constitution from standing for
reelection. In an elegant political
maneuver, Putin’s hand-picked
successor, Dmitry Medvedev,
appointed him Prime Minister,
allowing him to retain de facto control over the government
from 2008 to 2012. At the end
of Medvedev ’s term, Putin once
again ran for President and won;
the new amendments will make
this impossible in the future,
firmly capping term limits at two.
Large scale voter fraud contrib-

Vladimir Putin during a work visit at Matignon, June 21, 2011 in Paris, France.

uted to increasingly waning support from the public. 2012 saw
the largest protests during Putin’s reign. Disapproval has done
little to curb his power, however.
During his presidential sabbatical under Medvedev, presidential
terms were increased from four
to six years, and by 2024, he will
have served twenty years as the
President.
At this point, Putin has led
Russia for the majority of its
post-Cold War history, with
the Constitution of Russia preceding Putin by less than seven
years. The constitution formally
brought the Cold War system of
government to an end and enacted laws intended to modernize
a former superpower in decay.
The brainchild of then-President Boris Yeltsin, it provided a
The people who brought this issue
powerful presidential office with
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power of the Ruble. Yeltsin also reminiscent of the Cold War.
transferred partial ownership of
The past month’s constitutionRussia’s natural resources to an al amendments remain somewhat
emerging class of oligarchs in of an enigma. Its specific intenexchange for support in the 1996 tions remain murky compared to
election, which only worsened the transparency in 2008. Weakhis approval. Amid nation-wide ening the executive branch with
dissatisfaction, Yeltsin resigned four years left in his final term
on New Year’s Eve in 1999. The has caused a division of opinion,
dawn of a new millenium ush- with some even suggesting that
ered in President Putin.
this represents a legitimate dePutin’s first two terms saw a sire to relinquish power, a move
revitalization of the staggering seemingly out of character. A
economy, with real wages of the more popular theory postulates
citizenry increasing by an aver- that he is bulking up the powage of 10.5% annually. Russia’s er of Prime Minister and preabundant supply of natural re- paring to assume that position
sources formed the backbone of after 2024. Another suspects
growth as the early 2000’s saw a that he will assume leadership
global increase in oil prices. Pu- of the State Council, ruling the
tin also simplified and reduced country in a fashion similar to
the country’s tax system, which China’s Deng Xiao Peng, as the
proved highly popular. Due to unofficial “father of the nation.”
his early success, Putin’s approv- With the eyes of the world upon
al rating among Russians peaked him, it makes tactical sense to
in 2002, reaching 66%. Contrast- remain unpredictable, so as to
ing the West-friendly policies of best hinder opposition. Over the
the 90’s, Putin expressed an in- course of twenty years, Vladimir
creasingly hawkish international Putin has successfully reinstated
stance throughout the 2000’s. In his country ’s international sta2005, Putin stated that the col- tus as a powerful independent
lapse of the Soviet Union was force, with himself at the helm.
“the greatest geopolitical ca- The upcoming years will prove
tastrophe in the twentieth centu- crucial, and test the statesman’s
ry,” and in 2007, condemned the ability to cement his nation’s
US’s “almost uncontained hyper current status, as well as his own.
use of force” in international affairs. More
r e c e n t l y,
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NATIONAL DIGITAL ID PROGRAM SUSPENDED

O

n Thursday, January
30, Kenya’s national digital identity initiative was
suspended by the Kenyan High
Court over concerns of minority
discrimination and data security.
The decision came after
months of controversy surrounding Kenya’s state-sponsored attempt to digitize the private
information of its citizenry.
Beginning in April 2019, some
40 million Kenyan citizens—
over 80% of the Kenyan population—had their fingerprints
taken and faces scanned as part
of the nation’s biometric identity program. Known formally as
the “National Integrated Identity Management System,” the
program aimed to assign every
citizen a digital identification
number necessary to access a
multitude of civil rights and
public services, including health
care, education, public housing,
and voting.
International institutions like
the World Bank have applauded
previous forms of such initiatives — such as Peru’s electronic National Identity Document
and India’s Aadhaar ID system
— as steps towards increasing
accessibility to transparent voting and financial services. Yet,
its attempted implementation in
Kenya was ridden with inequality and controversy.
At the height of the registration for the program in April and
May 2019, human rights activists
claimed that ethnic minorities
such as Nubians, Somalis, Maasais, Boranas, Indians and Arabs
were turned away en masse from
applying for documents required
to get biometric IDs. Minorities
were asked to “present land titles
or the papers of their grandpar-

ents, or be questioned by security
agents,” as reported by the New
York Times; some were even
barred from registration according to the season or day of the
week. Because birth certificates
and national identity cards were
required for child and adult registration, respectively, even families with registered parents were
unable to register their children
without proof of birth. Considering the would-be extensive applications of the digital ID’s—
the lack of which would render
a Kenyan citizen socially immobile—many minorities feared
that these rejections would leave
them stateless should the identification program come into fruition.
Further concerns confronted Kenyans who were disadvantaged geographically. At the
Kenyan border, minorities including the Maasai and Samburu were restricted in the digital
ID registration process amidst
security measures attempting to
limit refugees from neighboring
war-ravaged Somali. Those living in rural areas were hampered
by overwhelmed or inaccessible
registration centers.
Taken together, international legal justice groups estimate
that discriminatory barriers in
the digital ID registration process negatively impacted at least
one-eighth of the Kenyan population. Minority disenfranchisement thus became a principal argument in activists’ legal efforts
that began in February 2019,
two months before the April and
May registrations.
Adding to concerns over disenfranchisement were those
regarding the legislative corner-cutting that plagued the
Kenyan government ’s implementation of the program. Despite

being an estimated $74 million
project and national precedent,
the project was introduced to the
Kenyan Parliament via a procedure traditionally used only for
slight alterations to existing law.
Furthermore, the Kenyan government only released the details of its project operation in
July 2019, months following the
April-May registration. Only
then was the Kenyan public told
that the project operation included threats of prison time
should citizens fail to register—
in essence, blackmailing citizens
to forcibly collect private data.
More than a legislative disaster, the program was also cited
as a national security risk due
to the inadequate design of the
Huduma program, the system
that would store the digital ID’s.
During testimony, an Indian
cybersecurity expert called the
Huduma program “a cart ‘drawn
by a lame horse on the digital
highway ’”. Moreover, the first

data protection regulation targeting the program was only approved in November 2019, nearly six months following the April
registration. Thus, for months, a
poorly-regulated, vulnerable system held the private information
of 40 million Kenyan citizens.
It was amidst this multitude of
concerns that the Kenyan High
Court suspended the digital ID
program on January 30. The
program will remain suspended
until the Kenyan government
ensures more robust data security regulation and further registration equality. The decision
has, for the time being, mediated the fury of countless human
rights activists who have deemed
Kenya’s digital ID program unacceptable. It is Kenya’s actions
in the coming months that will
ultimately shape the path of this
bold initiative—that is, if private
data can be securely held for the
benefit of its owners and a nation.

Photo by Simon Maina/AFP/Getty

A Kenyan woman has her photo taken for the country’s new biometric database, in Nairobi, Kenya,
on May 17, 2019

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION OF AUSCHWITZ
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I

T

he past is not static; rather, the prejudice and nationalism that facilitated
the realization of anti-Semitic
ideology and rhetoric persist in
the modern political climate.
The observance occurred amid
a world order characterized by
political polarization exacerbated by increasing global economic uncertainty as well as divisive
public and political discourse in
Europe and the United States
on the Israel-Palestine conflict.
These conditions beget violent
anti-Semitic behavior. In 2018,
a Holocaust survivor who was
murdered in her own home represented the 74% spike of anti-Semitic incidents in France
compared to the previous year.
The perrenial shadow of anti-Semitisim looms over Germany and Poland: the number of
anti-Semitic attacks in Germany
rose by 60% around 2018 and a
far-right paper in Poland distributed inside the Parliament
recently printed a headline saying “How to Spot a Jew.” According to a survey by the European

Union, 90% of Jews affirmed
that anti-Semitism sentiments
are augmented in their country.
David Harris, head of the
American Jewish Committee,
told Reuters that “Jews in western Europe think twice before
they wear a kippah, they think
twice before they go to a synagogue, think twice before they
enter a kosher supermarket.”
There is a growing concern
amongst leaders of the international community about the
weaponization of narratives of
World War II and the Holocaust
to aid their political agenda, an
action that not only hampers the
rendering of truth tenable, but
also elucidates the extension of
the historical battlefield into
the contemporary consciousness.
Although heads of state were invited to a ceremony at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem held by the fifth
World Holocaust Forum, the
Polish president, Andrej Duda,
decided to pull out after being
notified that Vladimir Putin,
the Russian President, would
be speaking and he would not.
Leading up to the event, Putin
and the Russian government

have been accused of manipulating the Soviet-German non aggression pact of 1939 and Russia’s contributions to the war to
paint the Soviet army as heroes.
“Unfortunately, I am sorry to
say this, but President Putin
consciously, certainly, spreads
historical lies and obviously does
it with an agenda because he is
trying in this way to erase the
responsibility of Stalinist Russia for the start of World War II
together with Nazi Germany… I
imagine he is ashamed of it today,” said Duda to Israeli state
television.
Yet the Polish government is
also contorting the line between
reality and fantasy, as the government recently passed a bill
that outlawed the ability of the
populace to accuse Poland of
complicity in the Holocaust; the
government ended up negating
the law after sustaining swift international backlash.
The perversion of history is
compounded by the fact that
many of the two hundred survivors in attendance are over ninety years old and are gathering
probably for the last time. With

fewer witnesses alive to tell their
story, the international community risks not being able to connect the history with the present
and to learn from the outcomes
of the past.
Zofia Posmysz, a 96-year-old
Polish survivor of Auschwitz
said that Putin’s remarks “takes
me back immediately and keeps
me awake at night… I fear that
over time, it will become easier to distort history… I cannot
say it will never happen again,
because when you look at some
leaders of today, those dangerous ambitions, pride and sense
of being better than others are
still at play. Who knows where
they can lead.”
As the survivors repeat the
phrase “Never again,” the two
words serve at once as a prayer
and a warning. In a few years,
the international community
will have to learn how to reconcile with such a horrific moment that manifests the terrible
tragedies man can inflict on each
other when its witnesses—and
perhaps their accurate narratives—fade from public memory.
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relations
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Health officials in hazmat suits check body temperatures of passengers arriving from the city of Wuhan Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2020,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I

C

omparisons
have
been
made to another coronavirus: SARS, severe acute
respiratory syndrome. In 2003,
the SARS epidemic resulted
in 8,000 cases in 26 countries.
The epidemic began in 2002
in southern China, and those
infected presented with symptoms similar to the flu, eventually requiring hospitalization.
Similar containment measures
for the current virus were put
in place during the SARS outbreak, including bans on travel.
The industry hit hardest by the
outbreak was the service industry, including hospitality, tourism, retail, which in the early
2000’s accounted for 42% of
China’s GDP. Overall, the epidemic slowed China’s economic
growth, going from 11.1% in the
first quarter to 9.1% in the second.
As the world’s economy tries
to grasp the potential impact of
the recent outbreak, the comparison of today’s situation to
the SARS outbreak can provide
some context. It is difficult to
determine any particular figures for economic consequence
of the nCoV outbreak because it
is impossible to determine how
long it will last or how much
damage it will do. However,
nCoV is moving more quickly
than SARS did with more cases
already confirmed, and an Oxford Economist, Tommy Wu,
theorizes that “the impact could
be more severe than during the
SARS episode.” China’s global
standing is different today than
it was in 2002, now accounting
for 17% of the global GDP and
heightening the impact of the
crisis. Economists estimate that
China’s growth rate has the potential to drop two percentage

points in this quarter, which
would equate to a $62 billion
loss., Mark Williams, chief Asia
economist at Capital Economics, confirms, “...it is now certain that the outbreak will have
a significant impact on China’s
GDP this quarter.” Fluctuations
in GDP are less commonplace
today due to China’s growing
economy, so the extent of the
influence of large dips in the
GDP might be larger.
The timing of the nCoV outbreak is also essential to determining the economic implications. The service industry now
makes up 54% of China’s GDP,
a marked increase since SARS.
As the outbreak began just before the Lunar New Year, a hefty
amount of money was lost in a
time usually heavy with tourism
and purchasing of goods. Also,
this timing might have exacerbated the spread and therefore
the impact of the virus. Millions
of people were travelling during
this time, and millions of people
looking to return to work will
probably be looking to travel
back into cities for work. However, businesses are to remain
shut for an extended period after the holiday, and there are
travel limitations for around 20
cities.
With $12.6 billion being put
towards medical care, additional repercussions include losses
in banking, the box office, employment, and rising food prices. Banks have reduced interest rates in hard hit areas, but
the Bank of China is allowing
leniency in loan payments for
several months. Additionally,
multiple movie releases were
cancelled during the holiday
season, a large impact considering the breadth of China’s box
office. Employment, a market al-

ready weakened in recent years,
also faces job losses, especially
in high-employment industries
like technology. As businesses
remain closed, many will find
it hard to make ends meet, especially as food prices begin to
rise in the wake of the outbreak.
Meat was already expensive due
to a previous African swine fever
outbreak, and vegetable prices
have also increased.
Looking at global impact,
Asian countries neighboring
China such as South Korea and
Vietnam are at risk of the most
negative impact due to interconnectivity in shared resources
and tourism. Tesla and Apple are
two companies already affected
by the outbreak, with the former temporarily shutting down
a factory in Shanghai, and the
latter at a production loss due to
a lack of supply from Wuhan. A
trade deal between the US and
Beijing in January required Beijing to purchase $200 billion of
US goods over a two year time
frame including soybeans and
wheat, and the virus might make
it more difficult for China to
reach those numbers.
Although it seems likely that
there will be an effect on China’s economy this quarter, some
economists are more optimistic,
speculating that “the coronavirus may prove to be only a temporary shock (both on the demand and supply sides) and may
not necessarily leave a long-lasting impact.”. All that is left for
the world’s economy to do now
is wait.
Note: This article was last edited on February 8, 2020 and we
recognize that numbers of nCov2019 infections and deaths may
have changed since then.

Trump-Zelensky relations caused
the third impeachment in US history. The historical context behind US-Ukraine relations speaks
to the importance of Trump-Zelensky interactions and democracy’s future.
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Puerto Rico’s
Disaster Response
BY Luis Medina

Puerto Rico has had been placed a
tough economic place after being
hit by several natural disasters. Its
future remains uncertain.

Huawei’s British
5G Deal
BY Sam LAsater

The British government gave Chinese company Huawei the green
light to construct their 5G network. What does this mean for the
global battle for 5G?

just the facts
Meghan and Harry
to Resign from the
British Royal Family
BY Nick Gibeley

Takeaways from
WEF Conference at
Davos
BY PArker Sheehy
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THE GLOBAL EFFECTS OF A
SYNCHRONIZED HOUSING SLOWDOWN
BY LASAL MApitigama

T

he effects of the 2007-2008
financial crisis still linger
in the minds of many today. The Great Recession, which
resulted in a $650 billion drop
in US GDP and a peak unemployment rate of 10% in the US,
caused millions of Americans
to lose their jobs and homes.
The crisis also had a significant
global impact: multiple European countries, including Greece,
Ireland, Portugal, and Cyprus,
failed to pay off their national
debts and were forced into bailout deals. Many of these debts
have still not been repaid.
Although the Recession permeated all economic sectors, it
originated in a housing bubble.
A period of incredible housing growth in the early 2000s
motivated banks to undertake
progressively riskier and riskier mortgage lending policies.
By 2007, a significant portion
of banking revenue came from
subprime mortgages. When subprime lenders failed to pay off
their mortgages, banks collapsed
and took down the economy with
them.
A recent slowdown in the housing sector has some concerned
that the Great Recession might
repeat itself in 2020. The Feder-

al Reserve’s index of home prices grew only 1.8% in the third
quarter of 2019. In 2016, prices
peaked at a growth of 4.3%. A
recent Oxford Analytics paper
claimed that in “18 large economies, world-wide residential
investment dropped on a yearover-year basis for four consecutive quarters through September,
the longest stretch of declines
since the 2008-09 crisis.” The
recent slowdown has many worried. A recent Zillow poll of real
estate experts concurred that the
next housing decline would occur in 2020.
This slowdown, however, is far
different from the 2008 Recession. While a subprime mortgage crash motivated the Great
Recession, this slowdown is being caused by a far more natural factor: a market correction to
more affordable prices. Rapidly
increasing urban housing prices coupled with a low rate of
income advances have left residents in cities across the world
increasingly unable to afford
expensive housing. Houses in
Sydney, Australia are 12 times
the median income. Houses in
Vancouver, Canada are 15 times
the median income. Naturally, these consumers are moving
back to suburban areas and buying cheaper houses.

Additionally, local governments have taken steps to halt
price increases in urban areas. Foreign investors buying
up houses as investments cause
significant urban price growth.
Countries including Australia
and Canada have added not-foruse taxes, making houses more
expensive for those who will
buy them as an investment and
not as a place of living. Housing
prices in Sydney decreased by
11% in 2019 as a result. In general, investors and home-buyers
across the world have started investing and purchasing less year
over year. According to the Bank
for International Settlements,
spending growth in Canada and
Sweden dropped by 1% in 2018.
Less money leads to less investment in housing and an overall
decrease in price increases.
Global instability, in addition,
adds to the decline in housing
price growth. Brexit, the Hong
Kong protests, and a US-China
trade war have worried investors and made them less likely
to invest in new properties. The
effects of such panics are often
seen in the global markets. The
recent coronavirus outbreak, notably, caused a 7.7% decline in
the Shanghai Composite Index.
Troublingly, this change is
occurring globally. While the

2008 housing crisis originated
in the US housing market, the
current slowdown is being felt
throughout the world. This is
due to increasing globalization.
Nowadays investing globally has
become much simpler than a decade ago, and individual investors are increasingly investing
overseas. Large financial corporations purchased staggering
amounts of global properties
after the 2008 crisis, expanding
the scope of regional real estate markets. Admittedly, this
increased global investment increases the chances of a small
crash affecting the larger market. However, it also means that
different and now interconnected markets have the opportunity
to stabilize each other, creating
a global buffer against a market
crash.
Ultimately, after markets experience growth they tend to experience a cool-down in prices.
While the recession in 2008 saw
a massive correction triggered by
over-aggressive investment and a
lack of government control, today ’s slowdown involves investors and banks who have learned
from a debilitating crisis, and
central banks with the experience to stop one.

ELIZABETH CHOU
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WAR & CONFLICT
PRESIDENT TRUMP'S ISRAELPALESTINE PEACE PLAN
BY QUINN NOVICK

D

uring World War One,
many residents of the Ottoman Empire developed
a form of independent nationalism, unifying under the branch
of Islamic ‘Palestinians.’ Simultaneously, people with Jewish
beliefs within Europe, known as
Zionists, began to believe that
the only way they could represent their beliefs was to make an
official Jewish state. After the
collapse of the Ottoman Empire, European powers, as well as
previous inhabitants of the area
rushed to carve up to the Middle East to draw newly formed
borders. The British attempted
to separate the land in the Ottoman Empire into Jewish and
Islam boundaries, and, in doing
so, created much tension in the
region.
After many years of war and
conflict between Israel and Palestine, peace talks eventually began under Israeli leader Ehud
Barak and Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat. Talks eventually
became productive in 2000 at
what became known as the Camp
David Summit, which consisted of the Oslo Peace Process.
This process, overseen by Bill
Clinton was intended to form
a compromise between Israeli
and Palestinian authorities. The
Camp David Summit ultimately failed and resulted in more
violence and a second Intifada
uprising led by the Palestinian
minority. Though more peace
talks began, Palestine splintered
into two factions, consisting of
the official Palestinian party as
well as the more radical Hamas.

Hamas has attempted to control
both the West Bank and well as
the Gaza Strip, and has succeeded in gaining the Gaza Strip.
Viewing the extermination of
the Jewish state of Israel as a
necessity, Hamas has carried out
bomb raids on Israel, additionally attacking with missiles and
leading proxy wars in the region.
In response, Israel has walled
off the West Bank from Israel,
deprecating Palestine’s economy on the West Bank. A block
of trade and imports and a lack
of free flow from the West Bank
to Israel is currently being enforced by Israeli authorities due
to the presence of Hamas. The
economic devastation and struggle between Israeli and Palestinian prompted President Trump
to present a new Israel-Palestine
Peace Plan that would ideally be
a success for both Israelis as well
as Palestinians.
Recently, President Trump
outlined his plan for the co-existence of an Israel and a Palestinian state. A detailed analysis of
his map reveals territory given to
both countries, with Palestinian
territory provided in the Gaza
Strip along with the West Bank.
The United Nations’ original
plan and President Trump’s new
plan have many conflicting ideals and details on how Israel and
Palestinian territories should
be divided. Trump’s plan consists of Jerusalem as the capital
of Israel, with parts of Eastern
Jerusalem given as the capital of
Palestine. The West Bank is also
broken up, and Israeli settlements are scattered throughout
the area, creating a multitude of
Israeli enclaves in the Palestin-
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December 3, 2019: Protesters gathered in Trafalgar Square wave placards during a rally,
including one that says "Trump: Hands off Palestine."

ian West Bank, along with roads
to connect the new chains of
Palestinian territory. President
Trump’s plan also removes Palestinian access to the Dead Sea
that was originally included under the original West Bank. A
non-territorial part of President
Trump’s plan states that Palestine should give up their security
and arms, leaving their defense
to the Israeli Defense Force. On
the contrary, under President
Trump’s peace plan Palestine
would gain territory that was included under the original United
Nations accords, which consist
of the High-Tech Manufacturing Industrial Zone, as well as a
designated residential and agricultural area.
Most sources have confirmed
that Trump’s plan has been approved and favored by the Likud
party of Israel, led under Benny
Gantz, as well as some Republican leaders within the United States government, although
opinion is split. The proposal

was immediately refuted by Palestinian authorities and leaders,
as they believe that Trump’s partition is far from the United Nations original Israeli-Palestine
plan. Many Arab-Israelis view
the plan as an encroachment of
their sovereign territory, as the
plan alters the previous borders
of Palestine. As of recently, Palestine has cut off communication with the United States and
has formally cut ties with the
United States under the Trump
administration.
While President Trump’s peace
plan does outline guidelines for
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
it has received mixed approval from Israeli and Palestinian
leaders. Due to a lack of consensus under President Trump’s
Israeli-Palestine Peace Plan, implementation of the plan will be
difficult in the coming days, and
much collaboration and ultimate
solutions have yet to be completed.

THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE ORDERS
PROTECTIONS FOR ROHINGYA MUSLIMS
BY ESHWAR Venkataswamy

hingya Muslim group by using
mass murder, rape, and other
acts of sexual violence, forcing
more than 700,000 to flee into
the neighboring country of
Bangladesh in 2017. On Janurary 23, in a major ruling,
the ICJ ordered Burma to take
all measures within its power
to protect the Rohingya from
genocide.
The court ruling labeled
the 600,000 remaining Rohingya Muslims in Burma as
extremely vulnerable to military violence and ordered Burma to prevent further genocide.
The ICJ also ordered Burma
to regularly report their progress to the court. The ruling
is a rebuke of Burma’s leader
Daw Aung San Suu Kui, who
requested in December that
the court drop its case against
shutterstock.com Burma. She is a Nobel Peace
Prize winner who spent a deMembers of Myanmar's Muslim Rohingya minority walk through a broken road at Kanjir para, at
cade fighting the Burmese junta,
Teknaf in Cox's Bazer, Bangladesh on September 11, 2017.

I

n November, the nation of
Gambia brought a genocide
case to the attention of the

United Nations International
Court of Justice (ICJ), accusing
Burma of persecuting the Ro-

but now on their defence. Reed
Brody, spokesperson for Human
Rights Watch, believes this furthers discrimination against the
Rohingya, one of the most persecuted minority groups in the
world.
The Gambia’s attorney general took the initiative in the case
because he had been a prosecutor of the Rwandan genocide in
1994 and felt that history was
repeating itself. However, the
Gambia chiefly took the case
on behalf of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation to protect the Rohingya. The Gambian government believed that if
they worked to gain awareness
for the persecution of a minority group on the other side of the
world, it would assert Gambian
influence—that of the smallest
country in continental Africa—
on the rest of the world.
CONtINUED on next page
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Burma’s de facto leader Ms.
Aung San Suu Kyi published an
article hours before the ICJ court
ruling, in which she pointed out
that Gambia’s case against Myanmar was precariously dependent
on statements by Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh who may have
provided inaccurate and exaggerated information. In her court
defence, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi
stated that “genocidal intent cannot be the only hypothesis.” She
rarely used the term “Rohingya”
because it implies the group’s legitimacy as an ethnic minority in
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Burma, a mostly Buddhist country. At the same time, the executive director of the rights group
Burma Campaign UK, Anna Roberts, believes that the chances of
Aung San Suu Kyi implementing
the ICJ ruling will be almost zero
unless significant international
pressure is applied.
Just two days after the court
ruling, two women, one pregnant,
and seven others were wounded
when shells hit a Rohingya village in Myanmar’s Rakhine State.
The Burmese military rejects accusations that they were respon-

sible for the shelling. A member
of the national parliament in Rakhine State, Maung Kyaw Zan,
says he saw shells fired from a
nearby battalion hit a village in
the middle of the night. The military, however, blamed the Arakan Army, a Rakhine ethnic rebel
group, for the shelling. The Arakan Army contrary to what the
military stated, posted on their
website that there was ample evidence that the Burmese army
committed the killings, accusing
the army of deliberate, false, and
misleading lies. However, most

Burmese still stand in strong
support of the Burmese military
and assume that the army would
not have carried out an attack
just after the International Court
of Justice had ordered Myanmar
to protect the Rohingya. Army
spokesperson Zaw Min Tun told
reporters that “ We would not put
a noose around our necks.” To
have commited further atrocities
against the Rohingya would have
been an ill-advised decision.
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Red marker over Libya.

TERMS OF THE LIBYA CEASEFIRE
BY ZOE CHOW

For nine months, Libya’s capital,
Tripoli, has been surrounded by
endless violence as militia battle
each other for control over the
city. The battle initially began in
2011, after a NATO-backed uprising overthrew and murdered
the former dictator, Moammar
Gadhafi. The battle for Tripoli did not officially start until
General Khalifa Haftar declared
siege on the city in April last year.
Haftar aims to upseat head-ofstate Fayez al-Sarraj. The ongoing
conflict has killed thousands and
displaced around 300,000 people.
Recognising the rapidly escalating situation, President Erdogan
of Turkey and President Putin of
Russia have pushed for a ceasefire, hoping both sides in the conflict will resolve things peacefully.
Despite the presidents backing
opposing sides, both agreed that a
truce would be the best option in
handling the situation. The ceasefire was brought up in a meeting
in Istanbul, but recent events have
started to render it useless.
The battle for Libya’s capital
is mainly being fought between
two parties, the Libyan National
Army (LNA) and the Government of National Accord (GNA).
The LNA is led by General Khalifa Haftar, an influential military

leader who has been involved
with Libyan politics for the last
four decades. He has based his
forces in the East, near the major oil production fields that are
essential to the country ’s economy. Haftar wants to gain control
over Libya to fight armed gangs
and terrorists in order to restore
security. He has developed a reputation in foreign countries as one
who helps prevent terrorist attacks. Despite all this, many fear
that he will become a dictator
after taking over, repeating what
Moammar Gadhafi did during his
reign. The GNA is led by Fayez
al-Sarraj, the current leader of
Tripoli. Sarraj is being backed
by the UN, Turkey, Italy, Qatar
and many other countries. He is
internationally recognised as the
legitimate leader and is currently trying to defend the city from
Haftar’s attacks. Haftar is backed
by Russia, Egypt, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). Both sides have been receiving foreign aid from their
supporters, but after the ceasefire
was announced on January 12th,
2020, all foreign interference was
prohibited until the conflict was
resolved.
The first round of peace talks
took place in Moscow, Russia.
Both Haftar and Sarraj met with
Russian and Turkish intermediar-

ies in order to reach an agreement.
Sarraj signed the day after, but
Haftar left without a word. Despite this setback, another round
of peace talks were held in Berlin, Germany, on Sunday January
19th. The goal of this conference
was to sign a pledge that stops
foreign interference in Libya,
meaning countries were no longer
allowed to supply troops, weapons, and vehicles to the parties.
The meeting was attended by 12
countries and 4 multinational organisations, many of whom supported the pledge and signed the
Arms Embargo. While the conference was going on, reports of
heavy gunfire in Tripoli informed
them that the ceasefire was being
breached. As the UAE and Egypt
are Haftar’s two biggest supporters, the UN is hoping that they
will help pressure Haftar into
compromising and calling off the
war. While Turkey did sign the
Arms Embargo, they plan to supply Sarraj with troops and weapons if Haftar takes things further.
A week after the peace talks occurred, the conflict in Libya has
still shown no sign of alleviation.
World leaders have suggested putting sanctions against countries
who breach the Arms Embargo, while others have suggested
sending a national peacekeeping
force to try to monitor the cease-

fire. Haftar loyalists have shut off
many of Libya’s major oil production sites, which, if not reopened,
would be devastating to the country’s economy. They are doing this
with the intention of influencing
the UN’s decision over how to resolve the conflict. The LNA and
the GNA have both agreed to
send 5 representatives to a UN
monitored peace talk, but this has
yet to happen.
As of now, the ceasefire and
Arms Embargo are continually being breached by both Libyan parties and foreign countries
alike. Haftar’s forces have seized
Abugrein, a city under the UN’s
jurisdiction, while Sarraj deployed troops that pushed back
LNA soldiers due East of Misrata. Numerous cargo and flights
have been seen landing at airports
in Libya, supplying both sides
with advanced weapons, armoured
vehicles, fighters, and advisors.
Both the LNA and GNA claim
to be upholding the ceasefire and
that their attacks are just retaliations against the other. Even then,
all the efforts the UN and other
countries have put in seem futile.
This ongoing battle has created
the “biggest show of international
attention on Libya for years”, and
there are no signs of it calming
down anytime soon.
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OPINION

CHINA, PLEASE GIVE US THE TRUTH
By Emma Jing

I

n the modern world, news can
travel faster than ever through
social media apps like Facebook or Twitter. The management of modern epidemics like
the coronavirus have taken on
a new edge, with information
coursing through the web that
could help disease prevention.

The SARS outbreak of 2002, a
respiratory virus, quite similar to
the coronavirus, originating from
Southern China, should have taught
the Chinese government a valuable
lesson on transparency. The government ’s lack of information to their
citizens and the World Health Organization ( WHO) about the virus directly led to its international
outbreak and spread. The backlash
from the global community on Chinese response to the virus seemed
to launch a stream of public apologies and promises of better transparency for future epidemics from
the government.
Indeed, China has become more
globally responsive and improved
institutions like its healthcare system. However, the Chinese government still seems to worry more
about their reputation than about
sharing critical medical information for the prevention of further
contamination. Officials initially
maintained that the coronavirus
was contained and treatable, despite
medical results proving the opposite. After the first case of coronavirus was detected on December
8, it took Beijing over a month to
report the epidemic to the WHO.
The irresponsible reporting from
the Chinese government allowed
the spread of the disease from Wuhan City to many global locations
like the United States. With Wuhan City being a major commercial
hub in China, it was reckless for the
government to wait to disclose the

seriousness of the outbreak until
after the start of the prime travel
season in China. The government ’s
response, although more frequent
with its reports to WHO, still
proves all too similar to the SARS
outbreak eighteen years ago.
The administration in Beijing
has had an extensive history of censorship over their citizens, infringing on their promised freedom of
speech. Chinese censors comb the
web daily for accusations and believed criticism of the government.
The police detained eight people
for spreading ‘rumors,’ when they

just posted on social media about
the virus, including a doctor who
warned his WeChat group chat
about the epidemic. Posts criticizing the government ’s response to
the coronavirus have been continually deleted, alarming the online
community in China. Online users
have been calling out the government for poor communication with
medical professionals and underreporting the number of cases and
deaths from the coronavirus in
China.
For Chinese activists on social
media, it is important to verify in-

formation on the ever-changing situation, especially with the growing
suspicion of the dishonest Chinese
officials.
The media outlets that championed activism against the government have been shut down in the
decade since the SARS outbreak.
However, it has become increasingly apparent that social media could
be the new, much needed outlet for
the voice of the Chinese public and
an effective source for the spread of
urgent information.

FRANK ZHOU
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POPULISM—THE CORRUPTING
FORCE OF DEMOCRACY

By Luke Napolitano

By NEIL SHEN

I

t is nearly impossible to deny
that populism has swept
through the world. By the
turn of the century, populism
was nothing more than a blip on
the horizon. Back in 1998, only
two European countries had
populists in government—Switzerland and Slovakia. By now,
however, another nine countries
do. Italy, Greece, and Hungary,
all important members of the
EU, now have prime ministers
who rail against the European
Union and wish to follow in the
way of the UK.
The label “populist ” is sometimes used excessively. However,
from Marine Le Pen to Don-

THE POLITICS OF AFRICAN
CLIMATE CHANGE

ald Trump, from the Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban to
the UK independence party, the
different forms it takes have several strong commonalities. In political discourse, of course, they
offer an anti-elite, anti-immigration platform for voters to follow.
Moreover, the economic solutions they propose are also similar. Populist parties are gaining
popularity and traditional parties
are losing votes. This article will
discuss the impacts of populism
on the national economy and
politics in countries across Europe.

A

mong the regions of the
world most vulnerable to
climate change, Africa has
been tackling the crisis for longer than most. Beginning in 1992,
many African nations signed on
to UN resolutions designated to
combat climate change. These resolutions, such as the Kyoto Protocol and the 1994 desertification
protocol, made concerted efforts
to address the dangers of climate
change on an international level.
As almost 70% of the continent’s
economic power comes from agriculture, governments had a strong
incentive to participate and tackle the crisis. However, this topdown method of handling climate
change has been more difficult
than anticipated.

Due to the colonial power
structures left in place post-independence, much of African infrastructure has been poorly suited
to adapt to the needs of modern
day Africa. In an interview with
climate scientist Ogunlade Davidson, the Africa Renewal magazine reported that, “’Africa never enjoyed the financial benefits
generated by putting greenhouse
gases up there in the first place,’
he continued, ‘so it never accumulated the wealth to be able to
bear the shocks.’”[i] As a result
of colonial resource extraction,
many African nations have been
forced to rely on international
aid and support to further the
initiatives needed to address climate change on their home turf.

